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After a child was allegedly beaten with a belt by two older students in a Newmarket school washroom, York Region’s Catholic school board admits to a breach of protocol but has learned from its mistake, a board spokesperson said.

Earlier this week, Newmarket-Aurora Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees called for a change to legislation that would require school officials to report student-on-student violence to police. 

Mr. Klees made the request one day after he learned about a six-year-old Grade 1 student who reported being assaulted with a belt in a washroom of a Catholic elementary school in Newmarket. 

The child’s parents were told about the incident by the boy’s sister, Mr. Klees told the legislature. 
When the boy’s parents asked the school’s female principal if she would call the police about the incident, they were told no, Mr. Klees said.

The board refused to name the school, but of the six Catholic elementary schools in Newmarket, three have female principals; St. John Chrysostom Catholic School on Joe Persechini Drive (905-895-7411), St. Nicholas on Keith Avenue (905-895-3777) and St. Paul on William Roe Boulevard (905-895-4122.)

Two 13-year-old male youths were charged in connection with the assault, York Regional Police spokesperson Const. Gary Phillips confirmed. 

One of the teenagers, who cannot be named under the Youth Justice Act, was charged with assault with a weapon, the other with assault.

Mr. Klees said he was contacted by the boy’s parents because they felt no one at the local level was addressing the issue, adding the family did not want to be interviewed about the incident.

For its part, the board is taking steps to ensure such incidents don’t happen again, York Catholic District School Board spokesperson Chris Cable said.

“We’ve learned from it and we’re using the opportunity to re-enforce our protocol with all principals,” she said.

Among other initiatives, the board is working with the school community at the centre of the incident by providing extra support and counselling services and teachers are repeating their anti-bullying lessons, Ms Cable said.

“We took this situation very seriously and began our investigation immediately,” she said. 

“We relocated our Grade 1 classrooms, which were upstairs with the Grade 8s. Now, they are downstairs.”

The two 13-year-old youths have been suspended and will not be permitted to return to that school, Ms Cable added.

She confirmed protocol was breached in the incident.

“We expressed our regrets to the family several times,” Ms Cable said. 

Ms Cable was not able to provide how many similar incidents take place across the board each year.

“I really could not put a handle on that. I truly could not,” she said. 

If the government is serious about ensuring safety in schools, the reporting gap needs to be closed, Mr. Klees said.

In the legislature, he asked the government to introduce legislation — before the government session ends for the summer break — that would create a mandatory reporting law. 

Education Minister Kathleen Wynne agreed, adding families have a right to know “what is happening in schools and when there have been incidents”.

Ms Wynne said her parliamentary secretary is reviewing police protocols and the reporting mechanisms.

“What we want to be clear about is that any gaps in those are filled and that is certainly what I will be expecting in her report within the coming months,” Ms Wynne said.

A call to the Education Ministry was not returned Friday.

