Province can seize drunk drivers' cars 
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The province’s announcement today it has amended legislation to allow the civil courts to seize a repeat drunk driver’s vehicle is “empty” unless the appropriate resources are provided to enforce the law, according to Newmarket-Aurora Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees.

Mr. Klees said he is “fully supportive” of the new law but added it is one thing for governments to create new laws and it’s another thing for them to provide the resources to enforce them.

“This announcement today is no more than another roadshow of the government if they don’t provide our front-line police officers and our justice system, our courts, with the resources to enforce,” Mr. Klees said.

The new civil law takes effect today.

What it allows for is the civil courts, at the request of the Attorney General’s office, to impound and forfeit a vehicle if the court rules the vehicle was involved in or is likely to be involved in a drinking and driving offence.

The vehicle can also be seized if it is owned or driven by a person whose licence has been suspended for a drinking and driving offence two or more times in the preceding decade.

Forfeited vehicles will be sold at a public auction and the proceeds placed into a special account. Victims will be allowed to submit a claim for compensation, according to the province. Any money left over may go into grants to support programs that assist victims of unlawful activity or prevent victimization, according to the province.

“Repeat drinking drivers who aren’t getting the message now run the risk of having the courts take their vehicles away forever,” Attorney General Chris Bentley said in a statement.

The move comes late, Mr. Klees said, adding he and the Tories supported the legislation when it was introduced last year in the Safer Roads for a Safer Ontario Act. 

“We’ve been waiting for the government to get on with getting these amendments on the books. I have no idea what they’ve been doing in the meantime — they’re sleeping at the wheel,” he said. 

