Prisoners' rights being trampled, Klees alleges 
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MPP slams Grits over handing of outbreak at Lindsay jail 
By: Joe Fantauzzi, Staff Writer 

The province’s handling of a illness outbreak at a Lindsay jail, which, this morning, delayed a bail decision for the man accused of killing a York Regional Police officer, has come under fire by Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees.

Nadeem Jiwa, 19, of Toronto was scheduled for a bail hearing today in a Newmarket courtroom, but word quickly spread the case would not go ahead due to a health issue at the jail. Mr. Jiwa was not present in the courtroom this morning.

Mr. Klees said he has received calls from people who work at the courthouse concerned prisoners continue to be sent to the Lindsay jail despite a lockdown at the facility.

“There are a couple of issues here, one is the issue of sending healthy people into an environment that is clearly in distress,” Mr. Klees said. “The second thing is we’re sending people in there — a number of whom have minor charges — and they’re entitled to bail hearings, but because they’re quarantined, they can’t have their bail hearings. Their constitutional rights are being infringed (upon).”

While rumours Norwalk virus has broken out at the Central East Correctional Centre were floating around the courthouse this morning, all that has been confirmed by a provincial spokesperson is a 24 to 48-hour stomach illness is present in the institution.

“It’s not confirmed that it is Norwalk. There is a stomach bug that is going around though,” Community Safety and Correctional Services Ministry spokesperson Stuart McGetrick said this afternoon. “It’s not quarantined.

"People assume because we’ve got the place locked down, it’s quarantined. It’s not at all. All we’re trying to do is restrict the movements of the inmates to stop the spread  ... which means we’re pretty much restricting the inmates to their cells other than to come out for showers and video court.”

Mr. Klees, however, said he confirmed video court is only being used for remanding prisoners.

Institution staff began noticing cases last Thursday and the jail was subsequently locked down, Mr.  McGetrick said, adding the disease is not airborne, but rather spread through bodily fluids. 

As of last night, about 40 inmates were reporting symptoms out a population of about 1,100.

“We are taking inmates in, we have a unit that is unaffected, but we’re not mixing them with inmates that are already in there,” Mr. McGetrick said. “We are releasing inmates. We can’t keep inmates beyond their release date. They are being released into the community (and) provided with information on symptoms and precautions and that kind of thing.”

The situation at the jail is an example of how “mismanaged” the justice system is, Mr. Klees said.

“The minute the virus was detected, they should have re-directed prisoners to Metro West or another facility and ensured that they were containing the effect of that virus,” he said.

Mr. Klees said he spoke with Community Safety and Correctional Services Minister Rick Bartolucci today after question period and he was told the implications regarding bail hearings would be looked into right away.

Prosecutor Peter Westgate is handling Mr. Jiwa’s hearing for the Crown while Azam Murji and Ravin Pillay are handling the man’s defence.

Mr. Jiwa was originally charged with manslaughter in the death of Det.-Const. Plunkett last August, but the charge against him was later upgraded to first-degree murder.  
