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Principal failed to report assault on Gr. 1 boy

By JONATHAN JENKINS, QUEEN'S PARK BUREAU 

A Grade 1 student was cornered in the washroom of his school and whipped with belts by two boys seven years his senior, an attack the school's principal chose not to report to police, Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees said yesterday. 

"Although the principal was made aware of the assault, she did not report it to the parents," Klees said during Question Period. "When the parents confronted the principal and asked if she would contact the police, the principal said 'no,' and that she had no intention of reporting the matter." 

Klees said the parents themselves called police after the March 4 incident in the York Catholic District School Board, who then charged two 13-year-olds with assault and assault with a weapon. 

DEEPLY UNSATISFIED 

But despite the fact that charges have been laid, the boy's parents are deeply unsatisfied with the way administrators handled the case. 
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"There has never been an apology or an admission to us or the school community for the following: Disregarding protocol, not issuing a call to us or the police, for leaving (the victim) and the witness in their classrooms all day after the assault, and not issuing an appropriate discipline to the alleged accused," the parents wrote in a May 31 letter to Klees. 

"Regrets expressed by the principal or other board personnel were focused on the fact that such an incident could occur in the school and to a child. These regrets were made only after we had involved the police." 

The family, who have been warned by police and the school board about possible breaches of privacy and the Youth Criminal Justice Act, did not respond to a request for an interview. 

The YCJA prohibits the accused or the alleged victim in the case to be identified in any way. But Klees said the parents are still extremely upset with the way the case has been handled. 

"They were concerned that the principal wasn't taking it seriously. They were concerned that the school board wasn't taking it seriously. That's why they came to me," he said. 

"The parents needed that acknowledgement from the principal as well as the board, together with an undertaking that steps would be taken so this wouldn't happen again." 

TAKEN SERIOUSLY 

Chris Cable, communications manager for YCDSB, said the board acknowledges the family isn't satisfied with the apology they've been offered but maintained it was sincere and the board has taken the case very seriously. 

"We've expressed our regret that board protocol was not followed," Cable said, adding when the victim first came forward, he had no visible injuries and wanted to return to class. 

"(The principal) made a judgment call that this incident didn't warrant calling police." 

Since then, the school has suspended the two accused and will not allow them to return to the school regardless of the outcome of the criminal charges. They've also beefed up their anti-bullying programs, moved the Grade 1 classrooms away from older students and added an educational assistant to the staff. 




