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York politicians, religious leaders differ on Lord's Prayer at Queen's Park 
By: David Fleischer 

Reciting the Lord’s Prayer is a daily rite for many Canadians, but it may not be a part of proceedings at Queen’s Park much longer.

Last week, Premier Dalton McGuinty said he would like an all-party committee to look into more inclusive alternatives to the Christian prayer, which is recited at the outset of each day’s legislative sitting.

“You only have to look at the MPPs sitting in the house to see all the people from various religious backgrounds,” said Richmond Hill MPP Reza Moridi, himself an Iranian immigrant.

While he does not have any problems with the prayer, Mr. Moridi said something more inclusive would be better. 

Some legislatures recite the Lord’s Prayer in addition to others, while some observe a moment of silence, he said, so the committee should consider alternatives.

“Each option has its own merits, but we need to look into practicality as well,” he said.

Those in the religious community are observing the issue with an open mind.

“My first reaction was that if this is used as an opportunity to introduce, highlight and endorse the incredible diversity of the country and the province, it has the potential to be a great thing,” said Rabbi David Eligberg of Beit Rayim, a Thornhill synagogue and Richmond Hill school.

One option Rabbi Eligberg has seen is a rotating schedule where a different person chooses a prayer, moment of silence, or other means of expression when it is their turn. 

It could avoid creating a singular expression so neutral it fails to please anyone, he added.

From the Christian standpoint, reciting a collection of different prayers could be educational, but potentially difficult to implement, Rev. Heather Power of Newmarket’s Trinity United Church said.

“I don’t know if you could ever please everybody, but it would be interesting,” she said.

She was somewhat surprised by the premier’s announcement, but acknowledged it as a natural evolution in our increasingly multi-cultural society,

“In some ways it is the end of an era . . . there is a bit of sadness in it,” she said.

Conservative Leader John Tory released a letter saying the Conservatives would join the multi-party committee, but said if changes are to be made, they should take Ontario’s traditions into account.

“Part of respecting the tradition of the Legislature is keeping the Lord’s Prayer. That doesn’t mean we wouldn’t be open to other prayers being added, but a starting assumption that we would eliminate the Lord’s Prayer would not be acceptable to us,” he wrote.

Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees has a stronger opinion on the issue. 

“Rhe status quo has served us well and will continue to serve us well,” he said.

Rather than being divisive, the Lord’s Prayer is “the most inclusive of prayers”, he said, and added attempts to recognize diversity should not have to mean age-old traditions are lost.

“Perhaps it is the one prayer that can bring us together,” he said.

In response, he is circulating a petition, asking the province to retain its use of the prayer.

Already, several signed petitions have been brought to his office and copies are being distributed at local churches, he said. 

