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MPP Klees 'impressed' by arguments put forward by young drivers 
By Teresa Latchford 

York politicians are crediting local youth and others across the province for helping shape new driving laws. 

In the face of tighter restrictions, youths began writing letters and e-mails to their MPPs and launched Facebook groups to voice their opinions on the proposed legislation, which would institute a zero blood-alcohol limit for all drivers 21 and under, licence suspensions for speeding and limit drivers 16 to 19 to just one teenage passenger. 

"Their voices were heard and they made a difference," Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees said. "Whether it was through e-mails to me or through Facebook sites set up to get the government's attention, young people from across the province let the government know what they thought of this legislation." 

During the second reading of the bill, Mr. Klees, the Conservative transportation critic, also spoke out against the proposed law, calling on Transportation Minister Jim Bradley to strike the rule restricting the number of passengers before the government dispersed for the holidays. 

The McGuinty government complied. 

"I was impressed by the logical and reasonable arguments put forward," Mr. Klees said of the many e-mails from young people. "This is an important example of how the legislative process is intended to work and it should encourage young people to get involved in the political process." 

The message was also received on the other side of the house. 

"We heard from many people, especially those living in rural communities," Oak Ridges-Markham MPP Helena Jaczek said. "They said the rule was just going too far." 

The widely discussed bill will open the doors to further discussions about distractions while driving with family and friends, she explained. 

Among those speaking out against it is Newmarket's Dan Weston, 17. 

"Yes, there are bad drivers out there, there are people that are just living to party (but) not all of us are like that," he wrote in a letter to this newspaper. 

"I don't know if any of this is going to stop the law from being passed, but we have to try." 

Bill 126 was accepted after the second reading and will continue on to committee, where the first order of business will be to amend the document to exclude the restriction limiting drivers to one passenger under 19 years during the first year with a G2 licence.

