Drive Clean gets a tune up 15 

Toronto Sun


By Antonella Artuso ,Queen's Park Bureau Chief 

Monday, April 25, 2011 

TORONTO - A remodelled Drive Clean program hits the road on Sept. 1.

Vehicles will not have to undergo Drive Clean testing if they are less than seven years old.

Passenger cars, vans and SUVs will also be exempted if they are being transferred between family members or are purchased by the person leasing them.

A vehicle will no longer need to undergo the pollution testing for registration renewal if it passed a test in the previous year or if it has an historic plate.

“Exempting these vehicles will save many Ontario drivers time and money while posing no risk to the environment or the air we breathe,” Environment Minister John Wilkinson said in a statement.

Tory MPP Frank Klees said the program no longer serves a useful purpose.

“When it was initially implemented, it was intended to be a temporary measure until technology caught up to emission standards and we’ve been there for a number of years,” Klees said. “So quite frankly, we’re of the opinion that this program should be scrapped altogether rather than continuing to keep government’s hands in people’s pockets.”

Jonathan Rose, a spokesperson for Wilkinson, said seven out of every 100 vehicles that go through a Drive Clean test each year fail.

Almost every car and truck that flunks — 99%, in fact — are seven years of age or older, Rose said.

Rose said the program will now focus on the heaviest polluters.

“Maintaining the program will prevent 72 million pounds of smog-causing emissions from getting into the air we breathe,” Rose said in an e-mail.

Klees said he constantly hears complaints from Ontarians about the program, including reports of inconsistent results.

“I just really think that the programs met its needs and its time to move on,” he said.
The Drive Clean test costs a maximum of $35, but car owners can be required to spend up to $450 on repairs if the vehicle flunks.

