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Youth’s ability should be considered: rider 
By: Joe Fantauzzi 

Although motorcycles aren’t likely at the top of most people’s minds at this time of year, a provincial bill that would drastically alter who is allowed to climb on a motorcycle is turning heads.

Bill 117, introduced by Oak Ridges-Markham MPP Helena Jaczek Oct. 27 and scheduled for a second reading Dec. 4, would amend the provincial Highway Traffic Act to ban any person younger than 14  from riding as a passenger on a motorcycle. 

Ms Jaczek said she had considered how to protect vulnerable people while drafting her private member’s bill.  

She called injuries suffered by children while they ride on motorcycles “preventable”.

“People like to deny an accident can happen to them and, unfortunately, it does,” she said.

She admitted she has never driven a motorcycle.

“I have been a passenger,” she said. “A long time ago.”

While she realizes private members bills often do not survive beyond a second reading, she is pleased there has been “quite a bit of discussion” about the proposed traffic amendment, she added.

She also said she welcomes input from people who ride motorcycles on the proposed bill.

“It is always good to have a healthy debate,” she said.

The All Canadian Motorcycle Enthusiasts (or ACME) Motorcycle Club was founded in 2003 by Vaughan resident and club president Styles Q. Weinberg.

ACME is a leisure club comprised of about two dozen men and women that is “really focused on the Vaughan area”, Mr. Weinberg said. Most members are 30 or older and the club has no affiliation with any motorcycle make, participates in charity rides and is not an outlaw or “1-per-center” group, he added.

“The only 1 per cent is the milk we have with our coffee,” Mr. Weinberg said lightheartedly. “We’re a cruiser type of motorcycle club.”

While not opposed to the safety concepts in the proposed legislation, Mr. Weinberg said he would prefer consideration be given to a passenger’s ability, taking into account factors such as strength, balance and physical size — if the passenger can actually ride the motorcycle safely.

‘At no time while I was the owner of a motorcycle did it ever cross my mind to put my young child on the back of a motorcycle.’

“I’m not taking my nephew who can’t reach the pegs,” he said.

If you attend a fair, amusement rides do not restrict passengers by age but size, he added.

“I think age has nothing to do with it,” Mr. Weinberg said. 

That said, he admits he is at odds with what he called “too much government intervention”.

“I hate it,” he said. 

The proposal as it is written, does not differentiate between different styles of motor bikes, such as two-wheeled motorcycles and three-wheeled trikes.

The amendment would apply to two-wheeled motorcycles, Ms Jaczek said.

Trikes are “completely different”, Mr. Weinberg said, adding the turning, gravity and leaning required to drive a trike are dissimilar to a two-wheel motorcycle.

“It is much more stable and the (rider and passenger) don’t necessarily need the same skill set as a two-wheel motorcycle,” he said.

As of Tuesday, there had been one fatal collision involving a motorcycle in York Region this year, York Regional Police statistics show. 

Just after 10 p.m. June 5, a 30-year-old Newmarket man riding a motorcycle was headed north on Yonge Street in East Gwillimbury collided with a Toyota Corolla being driven by 60-year-old Newmarket man. The Corolla’s driver had made a U-turn ahead of the motorcycle, which slammed into the car, according to police.

The motorcycle rider was hospitalized and later died. The Corolla’s driver suffered non-life-threatening injuries.

There has also been one non-fatal personal injury collision this year involving a motorcycle — again not a passenger. Critical injuries were suffered by a 23-year-old Thornhill man after the red Honda C600 he was driving clipped a curb in the 16th Avenue and Kennedy Road area, veered into a ditch and ejected the rider, police said.

The chances of the proposed bill becoming law are “very, very slim”, Newmarket-Aurora Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees, the Tory transportation critic, said.

He added that “in principal” he supports what the bill is “trying to do”.

‘The truth is, most drivers are not looking for motorcycles.’

The intention of Ms Jaczek’s bill strikes Mr. Klees as similar to legislation about smoking with children in vehicles.

“The age of 14, in my opinion, is arbitrary,” he said. “Maybe the age of 12 would be more appropriate. At the age of 12 and older, one has more physical ability, one is more conscious in terms of what is going on in terms of surroundings.”

Mr. Klees said he recently sold his Harley-Davidson motorcycle, had his first motorcycle when he was 17 and was involved in a collision at 18.

“At no time while I was the owner of a motorcycle did it ever cross my mind to put my young child on the back,” he said. 

No one knows better than a rider how vulnerable motorcyclists are on the road, he added.

He suggested permitting motorcycles to use High Occupancy Vehicle (or H.O.V.) lanes — a change to legislation he believes would have an easier time passing.

“The truth is, most drivers are not looking for motorcycles,” he said. “We have H.O.V. lanes, let’s open those H.O.V. lanes to motorcyclists.”

Users of the social networking website Facebook have established several groups to voice their displeasure with the proposed change.

One group, entitled Ontario Motorcyclists Against Bill 117, had more than 930 members at press time.

“My bike is our family’s second vehicle,” one member wrote on the group’s wall. “I use it to pick them up from school or camp in the summer, this bill would make my life very difficult and costly.”

Conversely, a group entitled Support Bill 117 also exists and had more than 115 members at press time. No members had posted comments to the group’s wall.
