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A retired Aurora couple has a message for homeowners visited by a smooth-talking handyman: keep your chequebook closed.

Dietre Scholz, 78 and his wife, Toni, didn’t fall for a pitch about the province’s home energy audit program last week.

A man, claiming to be a contractor, asked for $1,000 up front. Of that, $750 would cover the cost of performing an energy audit on their home and the additional $250 was for a “handling fee”, said Mr. Scholz, a retired Toronto paramedic.

They didn’t pay.

Instead, they called their MPP, Frank Klees, who hosted an impromptu news conference at his Aurora constituency office.

It was the first time he had heard of the energy audit program being used in a potential scam, Mr. Klees said, adding a list of provincially approved contractors can perform an energy audit on your home for about $300.

“It’s important to differentiate between the legitimate program. I don’t want anyone paying for something they may or may not get,” he said.

For a list of approved energy audit companies, click here 

