HANSARD  APRIL 16, 2008

Seat belts

Mr. Frank Klees: On behalf of the PC caucus, I want to express our support for this spring seat-belt campaign. As the minister indicated, we are all in support of doing whatever we can do to improve road safety.
I want to also give credit to the support that has been given to this annual campaign by the partners Ontario Safety League, St. John Ambulance and, of course, the police services across the province.
Cam Woolley was mentioned—always a strong spokesperson for road safety. I want to give very special credit to the York Regional Police who, for the last number of years, have taken this very seriously and have launched a very strong seat-belt campaign every spring.
I want to also share with the House the results of that campaign for 2007, and I want to challenge not only the people of York Region, but residents across the province, to improve on those compliance results that we have a record of today.
In York Region for 2007, the results from Markham, Vaughan and Newmarket were 94% compliance. For King, East Gwillimbury and Richmond Hill, it was 95%. For Whitchurch–Stouffville and Georgina, it was 97%.
Speaker, I am pleased to say, as the representative for Aurora, that Aurora’s compliance rate was 98%. So, while I want to congratulate my constituents for their compliance rate, I want to speak to those two per cent who are not yet complying. I want to encourage them to get with the program, and, as the minister said: Buckle up.
I want to speak, however, to the Attorney General. I want to say to him that all reports that I have from Newmarket court—which I am told is ground zero for non-processing of tickets because of a lack of resources in that courthouse—I’m told that in most cases, tickets that have been issued for seat belts are, in fact, in most cases bargained out. They are never enforced. In fact, where an individual has two or three charges, in most cases it was the seatbelt tickets that were bargained out of the process. This is a serious problem. I want to ask the Minister of Transportation to have this discussion with his colleague the Attorney General and ensure that our courts are properly resourced.

The minister made reference to a number of pieces of legislation that have been introduced to improve school bus safety. We support that. What we don’t support, however, is the fact that the government has failed to properly fund transportation within our school system. So I speak to the Minister of Education, and I ask her to take this issue seriously. The Minister of Transportation has recently completed a safety blitz in which 12 school buses were pulled off the road for non-compliance of safety standards. On the one hand, we have to improve compliance; on the other hand, it comes down to the funding priority of this government. 
Our school bus operators want to comply, and we have been hearing for many years that the lack of funding is making it impossible for many operators to maintain their buses to the standards that are demanded. At this point in time, we call on the Minister of Education to do her responsibility, and she’s not listening. She has her back turned to me at this point because clearly she doesn’t consider it a priority.
The fact is if as the minister stated, we consider road safety a priority, this is where the priority of this government should be. Ensure members of cabinet that the proper resources are allocated to the Minister of Transportation so that she can transfer the appropriate funding to school districts across the province, and envelope that funding to make sure that it’s not then bargained away within the school board to other areas that are shorted by the Minister of Education. That’s the official opposition’s position.
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