Businesses want power boost in north York 
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Energy shortages threaten economic viability, groups say
While this week's heat wave may have you firing up your air conditioner, York businesses are concerned we may not have enough power to keep us cool this summer. 

Last week, a coalition of York Region chambers of commerce sent a letter to Ontario Energy Minister Dwight Duncan asking him to move forward on recommendations made by the Ontario Power Authority to increase York's power supply. 

An excerpt of the letter reads: 

"We are deeply concerned that unless these projects go forward without further delay, the northern part of the region will face brownouts, or perhaps even blackouts, that will disrupt businesses, discourage growth and investment in the northern part of the region and undermine York Region's reputation as a good place to do business." 

"The power infrastructure has not kept up with growth," said Don Gracie, a member of the group who penned the letter. 

In 2005, York Region was presented with a plan to run power lines from Aurora to Markham to feed the Armitage power station. 

Resident groups opposed the power lines and came up with several alternatives, one of which was to build a transformer in the area of Holland Junction to link Armitage to Newmarket, Aurora, King Township, East Gwillimbury and Bradford/West Gwillimbury. 

"Everyone agreed it was the easiest, fastest solution," said Richard Johnson, a member of STOP, one of the groups that opposed the power lines from Aurora to Markham. 

A site on Millers Sideroad east of Dufferin Street, next to the King City landfill, was proposed for the Holland Transformer and is now in the midst of an environmental assessment process. 

A number of parties, including King Township, issued a request to have the transformer bumped up to a full environmental assessment after concerns with Hydro One's proposal. 

While the OPA originally recommended having the transformer in operation by spring 2007, that deadline has been postponed to 2009. 

While due process must be followed with the Holland Transformer, his group wants the ministry to direct the OPA to start seeking proposals for a new generation facility, as the OPA recommended in 2005, Mr. Gracie said. 

But with a pending provincial election in October, the Energy Ministry has been largely mute on the possibility of any major power announcements. 

"We are aware that this is a contentious issue in York Region. We continue to explore options for the area regarding its future power needs," Minister Duncan's press secretary Steven Erwin stated in an e-mail after calls from this newspaper. 

But Mr. Johnson said until the shortfalls in the Environmental Assessment process are addressed, new power generation capacity will always be problematic. 

"What I have said till I'm blue in the face is we have to address the socio-economic impacts (of power planning)," he said. 

"If they had worked more closely with the impacted towns and impacted communities, (power planning) wouldn't be bogged down," he said. 

Meanwhile, air conditioners are humming and the possibility of blackouts and brownouts looms. 

"People call us NIMBYS, but I'm saying I don't want it in my back yard, I don't want it in your back yard ... there are better ways of doing these things," he said. 

He believes more attention should be paid to conservation efforts and building codes to address power issues.

