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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY

Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): My question is to the Minister of Energy, and it relates to a letter that was addressed to the minister on May 16 of this year from the coalition of York region chambers, including Aurora, Newmarket, Richmond Hill, Markham and others. They speak specifically about two recommendations made by the Ontario Power Authority in September 2005. The first is to construct a transformer station in the vicinity of Holland Junction. The second is the construction of a gas-fired peaker plant for local generation.

Nothing has happened on these issues. The chambers are very concerned about the possibility of brownouts, even blackouts, if nothing is done.

My question to the minister is this: Will the minister ensure that, first of all, the construction for the transformer station will begin, and that there is no further delay in issuing an RFP at least for the peaking station?

Hon. Dwight Duncan (Minister of Energy): When we came to office, the situation in York region had been let go for eight years, and it really was in a crisis situation. With rapid growth, there wasn’t adequate generation, adequate wiring. We did direct the OPA to begin work on that.

I can inform the member of a number of steps we’ve taken. Work is now under way on short-term recommendations to ensure that we keep the lights on in the next few years. Hydro One has commenced its development work, including consulting with the public on the transformer station in King township. The Ontario Energy Board is monitoring the key milestones on this project. The OPA has selected Rodan Energy and Metering Solutions as the successful proponent in York region demand response. Demand response is something your government cut, sir. That is where we would turn power down. So we’ve taken some intermediate steps. I’d also assure the member that we’ve met with—

The Speaker (Hon. Michael A. Brown): Thank you. Supplementary?
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Mr. Klees: I’m well familiar with the consultations; I participated in them. I also know—perhaps the minister doesn’t—that specific recommendations have already been made and that what we are awaiting is the issuance of an RFP for local generation.

It has come to my attention that the minister, when asked why the RFP is not being issued—the OPA is awaiting direction from the minister to have that done. I’m also advised that the minister has made the statement that he will not do so before the provincial election. I would ask that the minister put the interests of our communities ahead of whatever political or partisan reasons he may have for delaying the issuance of this RFP, that he get on with it so that we can be assured of stability of power supply in York region.

Hon. Mr. Duncan: Our government has taken a number of steps to ensure that the power needs of the region are in fact met this summer and next summer. What’s interesting is that various members of your caucus from the region have differing points of view on where the generation should go. Which township do you want it to be in? The member talks about what one says, but when one municipality says, “We don’t want power generation,” the other one says, “We don’t want power generation.” Other municipalities have said they don’t want wires. If the member has a better process, I invite him to bring it forward.

The fact is, after eight years of neglect, the people of York region can be assured that the power will stay on this summer and next summer. There are long-term solutions that need to be addressed. I look forward to the member’s support for siting a new power generation plant in his riding, and I look forward to his support in terms of bringing the wires through his riding that are going to be needed as well. I’m delighted—

