Thanks, Dalton for deja vu to adscam 
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I want Premier Dalton McGuinty to know how grateful I am. 

Having celebrated another birthday last week, I couldn't help but notice how the time between them grows shorter every year. But my thoughtful premier and his gang at the Park melted away the years for me. 

Three years to be exact, when I had at least that many fewer wrinkles, bless their souls. 

It was deja vu all over again, in Ottawa, when it was the sponsorship scandal that was the worm peeking its head out of the apple rotten to the core. When millions of dollars were all but stuffed in brown paper bags and left on the doorsteps of advertising executives in Quebec. 

Ahh, yes, those sweet days of my youth, when the entrenched Liberal government culture of patronage, shameless political arrogance, unrestrained waste and utter disregard of what matters to "the average Canadian" still reigned supreme in the lofty towers of their Ottawa offices. 

Thank you, Mr. Premier, for making the years disappear, if only in my mind, with your very own "slush fund" scandal. 

For several weeks, the opposition has been demanding to know how groups with close Liberal party ties received hundreds of thousands of taxpayers' dollars without documentation, oversight or any kind of accountability. 

In Richmond Hill, for instance, $200,000 was given to the Iranian Canadian Cultural Centre, which was registered as an animal welfare group, with all seven of its board members having made donations to the Liberal party. 

In all, $32 million went to 110 groups in the past two years, with not so much as an application form. 

Just as Treasury Board president Reg Alcock then pooh-poohed $13 million in adscam dollars, Finance Minister Greg Sorbara called $200,000 "a pittance" in slush dollars. 

There it is, just like 2004, that absolute and utter disregard for taxpayers. 

There, too, is the complete lack of accountability. 

The opposition has asked 244 questions, without a single answer, according to Oak Ridges Progressive Conservative MPP Frank Klees. 

"Dalton McGuinty has allowed (Citizenship and Immigration Minister Mike Colle) to make a mockery of the legislature and ... of any sensible standard of ministerial accountability." 

As it was on Parliament Hill, fiscal responsibility, democratic accountability and ethical behaviour matter very little at Mr. McGuinty's Queen's Park. 

"I will continue to work as I have been working ... I have a job to do and that job is not over yet," Mr. Colle said this week. 

Shades of David Dingwall, he of the Royal Canadian Mint six-figure salary and $750,000 in expenses in 2005, saying, "I'm entitled to my entitlements." 

There, too, is the arrogance, which sees Mr. McGuinty's Liberals smearing the opposition by playing "the immigration card" rather than answer questions. A few years ago, it was the feds accusing foes in the House of wanting to tear apart our country; today, it is the provincial Liberals saying the opposition is unsupportive of newcomers. 

This isn't about who, but how. 

This week, the Tory and NDP caucuses asked the auditor general to probe the year-end spending of secret funds and report back before Sept. 10 -- just before the election, in case voters' memories of the scancal fade over the summer. (I'm not the only one getting old, after all.) 

A full account of the misuse of our money is required but, most importantly, we need to know the system will be overhauled to ensure this kind of abuse can't occur in the first place. 

Let's go back to the future now. Paul Martin's Liberals received a "go back to the Hill" pass in June 2004 despite the record of corruption, shameless arrogance and unrestrained waste, mostly because Ontarians didn't yet see the Conservatives as an acceptable alternative. 

Clearly, that's not the case in Ontario with the Progressive Conservatives and the upcoming provincial election; something that may give our premier a few grey hairs of his own in the months ahead

