16 August 2007  

Mario Racco, MPP

Thornhill

7330 Yonge Street Suite 204 

Thornhill ON  L4J 7Y7

Dear Mr. Racco,

Re:  Letter to the Editor, Era Banner, August 12, 2007 

I am writing to request a public apology and retraction of the intentionally misleading statement in your letter to the editor, published in the Newmarket/Aurora Era Banner on August 12, 2007, and other York Region Media Group publications.
The information contained in the fourth paragraph of your letter is factually wrong and clearly intended to mislead the public (with your full knowledge that it is misleading).  

You state that the “Conservatives cut funding for public transit to almost zero.”  The truth is that there were NO cuts to public transit.  As Ontario Transportation Minister, I made numerous commitments of funding for public transit in York Region as part of an investment of $645 million in public transit for Central Ontario. That investment was part of our overall commitment to tackle gridlock by creating a balanced and integrated transportation system that included public transit and highway corridors.

As Transportation Minister, I committed funding to the following York Region projects:   $385 million for improvements to the Bradford and Stouffville GO transit corridors; $50 million for rapid transit in Yonge-Newmarket, Highway 7, Vaughan-Downsview and Markham-Don Mills.  $67 million for Bus Rapid Transit across the GTA and $75 million for high-occupancy vehicle lanes for buses and cars on Highway 404 and 403; $616,000  for Ontario Transit Renewal for York Region to renew its transit bus fleet. 

This was part of the PC government’s ten year $3.25 billion commitment to public transit on top of our $10 billion investment in highways.  From 1995 to 2003, the Ontario PC government invested more than $6.5 billion in transportation related capital projects alone. And most of your Liberal government’s alleged “investment” in our transportation system has simply been the continuation of these projects developed and begun by the former PC government. Although your government has removed any evidence of these investments from the Ministry of Transportation website, these commitments are all on file with the Legislative Library of Ontario.
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As an MPP and former municipal councillor, your statement that alleged cuts by the former PC government left the “905 area without public transit services” is bizarre and it is an insult to every resident of the 905 region who has been using public transit continually for decades!

Therefore, I request that you make a formal and public apology for your letter to the editor of August 12, 2007 for the intentionally misleading statements it contained.  Your apology should be directed to the residents of York Region whom you so intentionally attempted to deceive.  It is conduct such as yours that continues to erode public confidence and trust in politicians of all political stripes.  You have done great injustice to all elected officials.
Sincerely,
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Frank Klees, MPP

Oak Ridges

PC Education and 

Citizenship & Immigration Critic

