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MINISTRY OF CITIZENSHIP
AND IMMIGRATION GRANTS
Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): My question is to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and it relates to a follow-up question of yesterday, relating to the scandalous transfer of $200,000 from the minister's political slush fund to a bank account over which signing authority is held by no one else but Liberal partisans.

I have a letter here-because the minister yesterday, as you know, refused to admit that he did anything wrong-signed by 13 leaders of the Iranian Canadian community. This was addressed to the Premier, copied to the minister. They say this:

"To the best of our knowledge the designated group that received the funding had no prior experience of promoting the welfare or safeguarding the interests of Iranian Canadians in Ontario.

"The flawed and arbitrary manner in which this grant was rewarded" is unconscionable.

Here is my question to the minister: If you won't respond to us, will you at least respond to these people in the community?


Hon. Mr. Colle: We have over 130 different cultural groups of newcomers in Ontario. We have many needs in these groups. In a variety of organizations, there are many that are more established and some that aren't. Some disagree with each other.

There was an attempt by us to try and provide a service in an area where there was a need. You can't get total unanimity from every single member of 130 cultural groups that come to this country. We tried to help meet a need. We tried to invest in an organization that was going to try and meet that need. That's what we tried to do.


Mr. Klees: I quote again from the letter: "The flawed and arbitrary manner in which this grant was rewarded, coupled with the reality that this group has had no prior experience of assisting members of our community, has greatly heightened tension between various members of the Iranian Canadian community in Ontario."

The minister is being asked by the community itself. Here is the quote from the community: "We respectfully demand that full investigations of this transaction be undertaken so as to safeguard the interests of members of the Iranian Canadian community in Ontario."

The community itself is saying that the mishandling of this slush fund by this minister is causing tension within their own community. Will the minister, based on the request from this community, agree to an investigation of how he has handled the disbursing of these funds?


Hon. Mr. Colle: There are many challenges out there in trying to address these needs-many communities, as I said. Many of these communities do incredible work. What I want to say is that at times members of one community, or two or three communities, say they've been ignored by this level of government; they're being ignored by our government or being ignored by city hall. There are constant differences of opinion about what the needs are and who is meeting the needs, but they are all identifying the fact that there needs to be more done. That's what we have tried to emphasize, that at the time action was needed because they've been neglected, not listened to, there was no funding. In fact, the first thing the members opposite did when they came to power was they closed down Ontario Welcome House. That's the first thing they did.
