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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): Speaker, through you to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, the same minister who’s been caught red-handed doling out funds indiscriminately: I have it on reliable authority that at this very moment, the executive director and a group of volunteers who have worked at a not-for-profit organization in Richmond Hill since 2001, a settlement services organization, are right now packing up files and furniture because they don’t have the resources to keep their doors open. These are the services that were being delivered through this organization until today: settlement assistance to refugees and immigrants; education and skills training; helping immigrants and newcomers to settle and integrate.

These services have been provided through this organization since 2001 and have stopped today. The executive director and the volunteers want to know why this minister’s slush fund could not support that organization.

Interjections.
The Speaker: Order. Minister of Energy.

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.

Hon. Mr. Colle: I wish the member opposite would name the organization, which he hasn’t done. But one thing I will tell him is that because of the hard-fought battle to receive equal funding like Quebec from the federal government, agencies and settlement workers across this province are seeing increases in program funding like they haven’t seen in 20 years: 30% to 50% increases in settlement services, in the host program, in job training programs. So there are agencies getting more money and hiring more people, and that’s a good story.

And I’d like to know the name of the agency in question, please.

Mr. Klees: I’m pleased to provide that name. It’s My Canada Integration and Settlement Services, in Richmond Hill.

The executive director and the volunteer board would like to know why this minister dumped $200,000 into the bank account of the Iranian-Canadian Community Centre only three weeks after it was formed, an organization that is not known in the community, that has no track record of providing services, that now has $200,000 sitting in a bank account. All that My Canada wanted was $36,000 to stay in business.

This minister is shutting the door on My Canada We want an explanation as to why there was no money—$36,000—and why he was prepared to dump $200,000 into an organization no one knows anything about.

Interjections.
The Speaker: Order. I’m interested in hearing the minister respond.

Minister.
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Hon. Mr. Colle: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The member opposite, in context, was part of a government-


Mr. Ted Chudleigh (Halton): What a piece of work.

The Speaker: The member for Halton, you'll need to withdraw that.

Mr. Chudleigh: I withdraw.

The Speaker: Thank you.

Minister.


Hon. Mr. Colle: That former minister was in a government that, if you look through Hansard in their nine years in power, see where they even mention the word "newcomers" or "immigration." It was totally ignored. Funding was flatlined. They never fought for money from the federal government. We have gotten money from the federal government for those agencies.

From time to time there are a number of agencies that are seeking help. There is one in Guelph right now that we're helping, along with the federal government, that has gone through a bit of financial difficulty. That does occur, and we try to help stabilize them. We're doing that all the time. Plus, there are all kinds of agencies, as I said, that year after year have gotten no attention, no investment from any level of government. If you go through all of the settlement sector and ask these agencies, they are finally getting-

