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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): My question is to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and it concerns the slush fund that he's running out of his ministry.

On Saturday, the Toronto Star went into some detail about the $200,000 that he gave to the Iranian-Canadian Community Centre in Richmond Hill. That's the same organization where seven of the seven board members have close connections to the Liberal Party, including a candidate who has been given a free ride to the nomination in that riding by the campaign chair, Greg Sorbara, and also a close friend, namely the riding president, who is also a close friend of the campaign chair, Greg Sorbara. This is the same organization that got the funds just three weeks after it registered as an animal welfare charity. The Star quotes a number of their own caucus as saying, "It looks terrible." Well, Speaker, it does look terrible, and I would ask, through you: Will the minister call in the Auditor General to review this slush fund and his practices that, as his own caucus member says, look terrible?


Hon. Mike Colle (Minister of Citizenship and Immigration): The investments that we've made right across this province, especially investments in groups that are volunteer-based, for the most part, groups that want to service and provide language training, job training-some of them want to provide stress counselling, language interpreter services. Some want to meet the needs of a newcomer immigrant group that haven't been met for years. We have partnered with some of these organizations that have tried to do this. Some organizations have been here for decades and decades. Some are creating new services because the services aren't there. That's what we've tried to do: Make good investments in these needs that have been long-standing and long-ignored.

Mr. Klees: The fact is that those services are being provided in Richmond Hill. This group's address is David Farmani's law office. The $200,000 cheque was sent to the home of Greg Sorbara's friend, Bohran Fouladi. The Star has been trying to reach him for over a week, with no success. The money, we're told, is just sitting in a bank account. The group itself in a year has raised $15,000. Saeed Soltanpour is an Iranian community activist and here's what he says: "If there's money, it should be available to everyone."

What this looks like is an attempt by this government to buy the Richmond Hill election. The auditor must be called in, and I trust, Speaker, that you will agree with me that the minister should do everything he can to restore confidence in this government, in his ministry, and that the only way he'll do that is if he calls in the Auditor General.


Hon. Mr. Colle: Many organizations, big and small, are at different stages of development. Some of them have been long-standing organizations that deliver great services and have been doing it for many, many years. Whether it be COSTI in Toronto, SISO in Hamilton or the Catholic Immigration Centre in Ottawa, some of them have been there for a long time. Some are providing new services in sectors where there haven't been any. In the community in question, there haven't been full-time services provided on a comprehensive level. There's a need there. We tried to partner with an organization that was going to try and meet those needs. That's what we did.

We need to make those investments to ensure that people get the language training, the integration and the support services they need to be integrated into Ontario society.
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The Speaker (Hon. Michael A. Brown): New question.

Mr. Michael Prue (Beaches-East York): My question again is to the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. For all you've ranted and raved over there for the last week, the people across Ontario are on to you and your funding fiasco. The North Bay Nugget gave you a "brick" for blocking an Auditor General investigation. The Kitchener-Waterloo Record says, "The government's response ... has been weak" and "The government should call in the Auditor General." The Toronto Sun said so many things about you and the Premier that I can't even repeat in this Legislature because they're unparliamentary.

Mr. Minister, the issue is one of accountability. It's not about the groups; it's about you. It's not about how they're spending the money; it's about how you gave it to them. Will you turn the books over to the Auditor General, yes nor no?


The Speaker: I know the member for Beaches-East York knows how to ask a question properly and will do so next time.

Minister.


Hon. Mr. Colle: The member opposite talks about these groups. Many of these groups have got exemplary reputations and have been doing exceptional work year after year without any help. I can mention the London Cross Cultural Learner Centre, the Maytree Foundation, the Mennonite Central Committee of Ontario, the Multicultural Council of Windsor and New Experiences for Refugee Women. These are organizations that have been doing yeoman work for years that we've partnered with to ensure they continue to meet existing needs and, in some cases, needs that haven't been met. That's the investment we've made. We made that investment with the goal of ensuring these long-standing needs are finally getting some attention. That is what we've tried to do.

Mr. Prue: Mr. Minister, the Brantford Expositor calls this "A Stink over $30M in Grants." The Chatham Daily News says, "Accountability Measures Missing from Program." The Sault Star I think says it best of all: "Looking for a Straight Answer? Don't Ask Mike Colle." What they all have in common is that your answers have been "spectacularly feeble," and we agree. Minister, what are you afraid of? What are you trying to hide?

My question, through the Speaker, is: Are you going to be accountable, are you going to be responsible, are you going to bring in the Auditor General or are you going to continue to deal with this by bafflegab?


Hon. Mr. Colle: Over and over again, many very worthy organizations have been coming to governments asking for help. They have never been received by anyone who would even listen to them. I've been in the communities. I've been in their soup kitchens, I've been in their community halls, I've been in their basements where they're trying to provide services. So we are providing help to them, whether they be the Flemingdon food bank, the Ireland Park Foundation or the Midaynta Somali community association.

In Toronto, we have a Somali population that is a wonderful contribution to this province. They are providing great volunteerism, yet they have never received substantive help from any government. We are partnering with the Somali Midaynta association to provide much-needed service to that part of Ontario that has been too long ignored. That is the kind of investment we made and we think it's a very overdue investment in communities like the Somali community, for one.

