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Organ donation dilemma: Second private member's bill would force drivers to fill out organ-donor card
Mike Oliveira

TORONTO - A second private member's bill on organ donation was introduced in the Ontario legislature yesterday that would deny driver's licences and health cards to Ontario residents unless they have filled out a donor card. 

Conservative Frank Klees said his proposal would make those people who are 16 or older specify either yes, no or undecided to the question of whether they want to donate their organs after they die.

He said he drew up the bill because the lack of organ donors is "accurately and without exaggeration ... a crisis." There are 1,920 people in the province waiting for a transplant.

"By building this mandatory declaration into the application process for a driver's licence and health card, I believe we'll guarantee that the issue of organ donation is considered by every Ontarian on a regular basis," Klees said.

He said that while the number of Ontario residents waiting for organs has almost doubled since 1994, the number of donors has remained almost unchanged.

A general lack of awareness is one of the biggest barriers to finding organ donors, he said, citing a 2001 Environics poll that found 96 per cent of Canadians supported the idea of organ donation, yet fewer than 45 per cent indicated they had signed donor cards.

"We're going to have public debate in the province. I want to see this go to public hearings, I want a lot of discussion about this. The more people talk about it, the more I believe people will make a positive decision," Klees said.

The province's donor rate is only 12.4 per million, which is below both the national rate of 13.1 per million and far below the best performing province of Quebec, where the donor rate is 18 per million.

Another private member's bill on the issue was introduced last week by New Democrat Peter Kormos. He called for presumed consent for organ donations, unless stated otherwise.

Kormos said he had no problem with Klees presenting a competing plan and said he is glad the issue is getting more attention.

"Any effort to increase the availability of organs for transplant is laudable," Kormos said. "It's certainly a step forward."

But he said he can't promote the other proposal, which he called too conservative.

"We have to change the status quo which is that, somehow, my organs are mine, or for me to take with me when I die, even when they're of no use to me," Kormos said.

"And I say that the shift has to be to a perspective of the expectation and presumption that rather than having good organs buried ... they will be used to save another life."

