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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): In response to the Minister of Education’s announcement today—interesting. Today is May 16. I have an exact release dated November 16 from the previous Minister of Education with exactly the same information. This government does in fact master the art of spin.

What I would ask the minister is whether she will do what the previous minister did not do, and that is respond to a request from Lions-Quest, which is a program that was developed by the Lions Club organization a number of years ago. It is specifically designed to deal with bullying in schools. It has classroom specific and appropriate materials that have been developed. It is highly successful. It is being used in school boards across the province.

The Lions organization simply wants to have an opportunity to meet with the Minister of Education. The former minister denied repeated requests to meet. Will this minister agree to meet and look at the Lions-Quest program, which is so highly successful? I know it’s being used, for example, in York region very effectively. Rather than continue trying to reinvent the wheel, will this minister look at this program and give it her support, the appropriate financial support and policy support that this very effective program deserves?

I would also encourage the minister to listen to principals across the province who have been telling us in standing committee that schools are becoming less safe by the day because of this government’s policy relating to supervision and the lack of funding for supervision in our schools.

The minister’s now new at her job. Will she take the practical steps rather than just continuing to make re-announcements of old announcements that was the habit of the former Minister of Education?







