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Better Hearing and Speech Month Act, 2006

Mr. Klees: In presenting this bill for first reading, I want to acknowledge the initiative of the Ontario Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists. I want to welcome to the House today Ms. Beth Anne Kenny, executive director, Mr. Ronnie Grant, audiologist, and Rhonda Jacobson, the project manager, who are in the west members’ gallery with us today.

I want to acknowledge specifically the advocacy of Ms. Rhonda Jacobson, who spent a great deal of time educating me about this issue, and is largely responsible for this bill being before the House today.

The association has been working hard to raise awareness of communication and swallowing disorders that affect approximately 1 in 10 adults and up to 20% of children. Awareness is crucial to ensure those afflicted with these disorders get the treatment they need. Early detection and treatment are vital for improving the quality of life for persons who suffer from these disorders and for allowing those persons to survive.

It is imperative, therefore, that we increase public awareness of hearing and speech disorders by proclaiming the month of May, in each year, as Better Hearing and Speech Month. By passing this bill, the members of this Legislature will be making a significant contribution to increasing that awareness.

