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Wednesday February 22, 2006

Ont. considering two organ donation laws

CTV.ca News Staff

An Ontario politician wants to force people to fill out their organ-donor cards at the same time a similar bill is being considered by the legislature. 

Conservative Frank Klees introduced a private member's bill Wednesday to force every citizen to respond yes, no, or undecided about their organ-donation wishes. 

In Klees' plan people who are 16 or older would be required to make the choice before getting a new or renewed driver's license or health card.

The bill will compete in Ontario's legislature against another private member's bill introduced last week.

New Democrat member Peter Kormos tabled a private member's bill that, if passed, would presume everyone agrees to organ donations unless they have said otherwise.

Kormos' bill was reintroduced to lawmakers on Feb. 16 after it died on the order paper last year. 

Introducing their proposed new laws, both Klees and Kormos noted almost 2,000 Ontarians are on waiting lists for organ transplants.

Klees said he drew up the bill because the lack of organ donors is "accurately and without exaggeration … a crisis." 

"By building this mandatory declaration into the application process for a driver's license and health card, I believe we'll guarantee that the issue of organ donation is considered by every Ontarian on a regular basis," Klees said Wednesday.

He noted that the number of Ontarians waiting for organ transplants has almost doubled since 1994. However, the number of people willing to donate has remained almost unchanged

Kormos said he had no problem with Klees presenting a competing plan and said he is glad the issue is getting more attention.

"Any effort to increase the availability of organs for transplant is laudable," Kormos said. "It's certainly a step forward."

But Kormos stops short of promoting the other proposal because he feels it is too conservative. 

"We have to change the status quo which is that, somehow, my organs are mine, or for me to take with me when I die, even when they're of no use to me," Kormos said. 

Private members bills rarely become law. However, the Liberal government has paid attention to the issue. 

When Kormos introduced his bill last week, Health Minister George Smitherman said he thought it would spark a national debate.

Currently, people in Ontario can sign an organ donor card. However, the card alone is not a legally binding document. The final legal decision to donate organs rests with the deceased person's family.

