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PETITIONS

Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): I have a petition addressed to the Legislative Assembly of Ontario relating to Better Speech, Language and Hearing Month. It reads as follows:

“To the Legislative Assembly of Ontario:

“Whereas over one million Ontarians of all ages suffer from communication disorders relating to speech, language and/or hearing; and

“Whereas there is a growing need for awareness of the profound developmental, economic and social conse­quences that communication disorders have on people and their families; and

“Whereas persons with communication problems require access to the professional services of audiologists and speech language pathologists who provide treatments to improve and enhance quality of life; and

“Whereas effective treatment of communication disorders benefits all of society by allowing otherwise disadvantaged persons to achieve their academic and vocational potentials; and

“Whereas investments in treatments for communi­cation disorders pay economic dividends in reduced reliance on other social services,

“We, the undersigned, in conjunction with the Ontario Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists, call on the Legislative Assembly of Ontario to proclaim the month of May as Better Speech, Language and Hearing Month.”

As I had the privilege of introducing that bill earlier today, I’m pleased to affix my signature and support this petition.
