ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION MANDATORY DECLARATION ACT, 2005

BACKGROUNDER

Currently, the Trillium Gift of Life Network Act, regulates the donation of organs and tissue in Ontario.  It was introduced by then-Minister of Health Elizabeth Witmer in 2000 and was passed by the Ontario Legislature and received Royal Assent in December, 2001.  There have been several private members’ Bills in recent years on the subject of organ and tissue donation.  
Ontario has been a world leader in successful transplants, with the world’s first heart valves being transplanted in Toronto in 1956 and the first successful lung transplant was done here in 1983.

A strong majority of Ontarians indicate that they are willing to donate their organs.  However, concentrated efforts to increase the actual number of donations have not been successful in eliminating organ shortage.

At last count there were 1863 people on the waiting list for an organ transplant 
in Ontario.
The purpose of this Bill is to significantly increase public awareness of the importance of organ donation by requiring every individual who is at least 16 years of age to answer an organ donation question when applying for or renewing a provincial health card or driver’s license.

The organ donation question will be incorporated into the standard application form, and the legislation provides that the question must be answered before the health card or driver’s license can be issued.

Individuals will have 3 responses to choose from in answering the question: YES, NO, or UNDECIDED
Questions and Answers

Q:
What is the current system for organ & tissue donation in Ontario?

A:

In Ontario we currently use a system called “informed consent”.  This allows individuals as well as next of kin to actively elect to donate organs for transplant.

There is no requirement for an individual to make a decision regarding organ donation.

Q:

What percentage of Ontarians are currently signed up as organ / tissue donors in the event of their death?

A:

Surveys by the Trillium Gift of Life network indicated that 44% of families have had discussions about organ donation and of those, 37% decided that all family members would become organ and tissue donors.  However, the numbers tell the story.  The chart below shows that since 1994 the number of Ontarians on the waiting list has virtually doubled, while the number of actual donors has remained almost unchanged.


Q:

How many Ontarians are on the waiting list for an organ transplant?

A: 

At last count there were 4004 people nationwide on the waiting list for an organ transplant.  Of that number, 1863 of them are Ontarians.
The 2005 Ontario Waiting List

	Liver
	440

	Heart
	41

	Kidney
	1260

	Kidney Pancreas
	43

	Lung
	49

	Heart Lung
	3

	Pancreas
	20

	Small Bowel
	7

	Total
	1863


Q:

What is mandatory declaration and how will that change the current system?

A:

Individuals will be required to give active consideration to the issue of organ and tissue donation every time they apply for, or renew, their Ontario Health Card or Ontario Driver’s Licence.

Q:
Why not use the presumed consent models that other countries such as Spain, Italy, France, Austria, Israel and Greece, are using now?

A:
Organ and tissue donation is a highly sensitive issue and one that has had only limited debate in this country.  Until the level of understanding about organ and tissue donation is significantly increased, a system of “presumed consent” would, in all likelihood, not receive public support.

Q:
Won’t this system offend certain religious beliefs?

A:
Culture and religion play a significant role in end-of-life experiences, including how people respond to illness, how grief is demonstrated, what rituals are important at death and which members of the family are present.

Most religious groups endorse organ donation and/or respect the individual's choice. Beliefs about tissue donation vary as some groups may consider tissue donation life enhancing, and distinguish it from organ donation which is more often life saving.
The following information on cultural and religious perspectives on organ and tissue donation is taken from the Trillium Gift of Life Network website

http://www.giftoflife.on.ca
On the home page, click on the Organ & Tissue Donation button.

Click on the box “Cultural and Religious Perspectives” on the right hand side of the page

Hinduism
  No prohibition from donating organs and tissues 

  Matter of individual choice
Buddhism
  No official position on organ donation 

  Matter of individual choice, and of the attitude of each school or tradition of Buddhism, as tied to the concept of "rebirth" and when it occurs. The Southern tradition permits autopsies and organ/tissue transplants, in the belief that rebirth occurs immediately upon death. The Northern tradition believes that there is an intermediate state between "incarnations", and avoids movement or touching of the body for eight (8) hours
Sikhism
  Support a positive stance on organ and tissue donation. Sikh philosophy and teaching places great emphasis on the importance of selfless service to others, and the performance of "noble deeds:" "the physical body is a temporary abode of a person's soul, and it is the soul that is one's real essence"

Shinto
  Either clearly oppose or are extremely cautious regarding organ and tissue donation; families are concerned that they do not injure the "itai": the relationship between the dead person and the bereaved family 
Confucianism 

  Prohibited from damaging body as a whole 

  Traditionally against organ donation, but brain death was formally recognized in Korea in 2000 for the purposes of organ donation

Taoism
  No objections to use of part of body after death

Judaism
  All four branches of Judaism support and encourage organ and tissue donation 

  General principle "saving of a human life takes precedence over all other laws," including the delay in burial 

  Organ and tissue donation is encouraged not only "for humanity's sake," but also "for God's sake, as a supreme expression of Godliness, of true, ultimate sharing: a religious act par excellence"

Islam
  Strongly believes in the principal of saving human life 

  Permit organ transplant as a priority in saving human lives - as long as the human body is respected and treated with dignity, and the sanctity and protection of human life are paramount; a person must give freely and without undue pressure, for the purposes of saving another life or to enable another person to perform a missing and essential function

Baptist
  Matter of individual choice

Episcopal
  Encourage donation

Greek Orthodox
  Support donation

Lutheran
  Encourage donation

Jehovah's Witness
  Matter of individual choice 

  All blood must be removed from organs prior to transplant

Presbyterian
  Encourage and promote donation

Catholicism
  Encourage donation as an act of charity, and as a decision that belongs to each individual and must be made without undue pressure 

  Ethical considerations must be taken into account (e.g. no commercialization of human organs, the need for informed consent), and "the removal of vital organs" must not take place "until natural death has occurred and been ascertained"

Seventh Day Adventist
  Strongly encourage donation and transplantation

Protestantism
  Respects individual's choice

Romas
  As a whole against donation

Mormon
  Decision is a personal one


Amish
  Consent to donation when it benefits the health and welfare of the transplant recipient 

  Reluctant to donate if transplant unlikely to succeed or if organs will be used for research


Church of Christ Science
  Opposes medical endeavours including organ transplants 

  However individual church members may agree to organ donation
Q:

What if a person is undecided on the issue of organ donation?

A:

Every individual will have three options for reponse:

Yes, No, or Undecided. 

For those who remain "undecided", this system will serve as a reminder of the importance of the issue of organ and tissue donation and provides one more opportunity for the individual to become informed of the benefits of organ donation. 

Q:  

Are organ transplants successful? 

A:  

Transplants improve the quality of life for hundreds of Canadians, both young and old. Transplants are a successful treatment option for many people facing death. 

These are the success rates in Canada at 1 year after transplantation: 

· kidney at 82 to 92% depending on how closely related the donor is 

· heart at 83% 

· liver transplants at 77% 

· single lung at 58% 

· double lung at 72% 

· heart-lung combinations at 72%. 
