Street Racing Bill, 2006

Backgrounder

The purpose of this Bill is to empower front line  police officers to issue on-the-spot licence suspensions and vehicle impoundments to drivers they have reason to believe were involved in street racing. 

The Bill also bans the connection of after-market nitrous oxide fuel systems on all public streets and highways and provides for fines of up to $2000 and jail terms of up to 6 months for convictions.  
The Bill amends the Highway Traffic Act by adding two new sections.

New section 172.1 authorizes a police officer to suspend the driver’s licence of a person for 48 hours or impound, for 48 hours, the vehicle that the person is driving, or both, if the police officer has reason to believe that the person has driven the vehicle on a highway in a race.

New section 172.2 prohibits driving a motor vehicle equipped with a nitrous oxide fuel system unless the part of the system where the nitrous oxide is stored is disconnected from the rest of the system and cannot be reconnected from the driver or passenger seats, and the disconnection is readily observable upon inspection. 
In May of 2003 Frank Klees, who was then Minister of Transportation introduced Bill 20, the Road Safety Act, 2003 which provided for specific measures to address the street racing issue.  Bill 20 was interrupted by the provincial election and was never pursued by the McGuinty government.
Street Racing is an illegal and dangerous activity jeopardizing the lives of innocent people.  In the last six years there have been 33 deaths due to street racing in the Greater Toronto Area alone.  Excessive speed continues to be the leading contributing factor in fatal collisions and illegal street racing is reaching epidemic proportions.
Most recently Ontarians learned of the tragic death of Oak Ridges residents Rob and Lisa Manchester who were killed when their car was hit by a Honda Civic reportedly speeding in excess of 140 km/hr.  The Street Racing Bill, 2006 was introduced by the Oak Ridges MPP in memory of his constituents Rob and Lisa Manchester and in honour of their seven year old daughter Katie Marie Manchester.  Within a week of that tragedy Peel police reported that Peter Kippax died following a high speed crash in Mississauga.
