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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): To the Minister of Education: Minister, today Dennis Lendrum travelled from Espanola with his daughter, Trinna Lendrum, and her son, Alex Bertrand. He is autistic. He is not receiving the services that we hear about today. There is a great gap between the rhetoric of your government, the services that you say are there for autistic children and what parents are experiencing in a practical way in their homes every day.
You as minister made your first major announcement relating to autism. We were encouraged by the fact that it related to autism; we were greatly disappointed to hear how quickly you’ve learned the art of spin over substance, because your announcement related strictly to the creation of yet one more study. You’re going to appoint a reference group to study this issue three years after your government has taken office. I want to ask you this question—
The Speaker (Hon. Michael A. Brown): The question has been asked. Minister?
Hon. Kathleen O. Wynne (Minister of Education): Thank you to the member for the question. It is with great pleasure that I’m going to counter the claim of the member opposite; I can’t tell you how much pleasure it gives me. We have this year already put $50 million more into special education generally. We have given $5 million from our ministry to the Geneva Centre to train education assistants. We know very well that training is needed.
What the member opposite is referring to is the establishment of an autism reference group. It is not to study; that reference group has been set up to advise both the Minister of Children and Youth Services and myself on the best practices that are needed in our province.
There is no silver bullet. I wish there were a silver bullet to help all those families who are dealing with children with autism. We need to know from the experts who are sitting in that autism reference group what the best practices are so we can make the best difference in this province with the money that we’re—
The Speaker: Thank you. Supplementary?
Mr. Klees: My question is, very simply, why has it taken you three years to bring those people to the table to find out what the best practices are? Ask the parents: They’ll tell you what the best practices are. You don’t need another reference group.
I suggest, Minister, that effectively what you have done is you’ve deflected one more time. You’re creating another photo op instead of getting down to the heart of dealing with the issue. Every one of these parents will tell you today what the answer is. Why will you not simply implement and meet the commitment that your Premier made, and that is to look after the needs of these autistic children?
Hon. Ms. Wynne: We need this group to talk to us about good practices because in fact we know about the bad practices. The bad practises were practised by the previous government. Aging children out at six: That was a bad practice. Not putting the resources into the system to allow the schools to work with the community agencies: That was a bad practice. What we need are the transition plans. We need to make the links between what’s happening in the community and what’s happening in the school so that those kids who are not aging out at six are continuing to get training, but they need to be in the mainstream in the school. How do we do that? That’s what we’re asking the reference group—and you did not start on that road.
