ABUSED WOMEN LEFT OUT
PROVINCE BYPASSES YORK REGION WHEN HANDING OUT $4 MILLION IN FUNDING

Nov 23, 2006
Joan Ransberry, Staff Writer 
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(York Region) - Agencies helping abused women in York Region have been left out of a $4-million provincial skills training program. 

And two Tory MPPs want answers as to why the province is ignoring one of Canada's fastest growing and most diverse communities when it comes to social assistance. 
Tory MPPs Frank Klees (Oak Ridges) and Julia Munro (York North) raised the question following Tuesday's announcement the province is investing money to help 450 vulnerable women -- connected to 10 agencies in areas across Ontario -- get jobs. 

Communities receiving the money include Toronto, Ottawa, Fort Frances, Lambton County, Nipissing and Niagara. 

"Domestic violence is not a regional issue," Mr. Klees said, when contacted by this newspaper about the funding snub. 

"I want to remind (Premier Dalton) McGuinty that women in York Region are as desperate for assistance as in every other region and to shut this region out of this funding is unconscionable." 

Abused women in York are not being shut out, Thornhill Liberal MPP Mario Racco insisted. 

The money will provide help to train at-risk women in York through Toronto programs available at George Brown College, the YWCA of Greater Toronto, COSTI and Woodgreen Community Service, he said. 

At George Brown College, almost $400,000 has been targeted for 22 women to train to become air conditioning systems mechanics. 

About $856,000 has been allocated for 100 women in the Moving On To Success program at the YWCA of Greater Toronto. 

A total of $500,000 will go to a job program for 32 women at WoodGreen Community Services. 

"Also, if women need assistance, they can go to local agencies or call their MPP," Mr. Racco said. 

"They can call my office and they'll be provided with information." 

When making the announcement, Minister Responsible for Women's Issues Sandra Pupatello stressed the cash is to help vulnerable women develop new skills, find employment and achieve economic independence. 

"Women who have made the difficult decision to leave an abusive situation have told me one of their biggest concerns -- after their personal safety and the safety of their children -- is being able to provide for themselves and their families," she said. 

Mr. Klees welcomes the intent of the program. 

"But I am appalled at the blatant politicking of this serious issue by the McGuinty government," Mr. Klees said. Pointing out about $2 million is on its way to Ontario's capital city, Mr. Klees asked why the government is "so Toronto centric". 

"I am very puzzled about the way the areas were selected," agreed Mrs. Munro, especially since York Region sends Toronto nearly $90 million a year to help with social service costs there as mandated by the province. 

"We haven't been given any indication about what rationale was used to determine who's to get the service. In York Region, with nearly one million people, we're always in a perpetual catch-up mode. I have more questions than answers, Mrs. Munro said. 

Shortly after the province made the funding announcement, Mr. Klees sent a letter of complaint to Ms Pupatello. 

"Minister, I am convinced the York Region Women's Centre, for one, is deserving of financial support under the new announced program and I write you today to ask why you believe it is not," he wrote. 

York Region residents should be able to access programs in York and not be referred to Toronto agencies, Mr. Klees and Mrs. Munro agree. 

Some Toronto-based agencies do find their way to York, said Raine Lilieseldt of the YWCA of Greater Toronto. 

If a woman from York's most farthest reaching hamlet, Pefferlaw in Georgina, for example, wants to use a YWCA program, it might be possible, she said. 

"Our programs are very portable." 

The pilot training program is part of the province's $68-million domestic violence action plan, introduced three years ago. 
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