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______________________________________

Mr. Speaker, Yom Kippur or the “day of Atonement,” is perhaps the greatest and most solemn holy-day of Judaism.

Established by the most ancient laws of the Jewish Scriptures, especially Leviticus Chapter 23, verse 26, it is a day set aside to, literally, “afflict the soul” to atone for the sins of the past year.

Interestingly, Yom Kippur is only concerned with sins between man and God.  Before one comes to participate in the ceremonies of self-renewal that is Yom Kippur, one must first seek reconciliation with any persons one may have wronged during the year.  

Yom Kippur is a complete Sabbath, according to Jewish law and Jews are to refrain from eating and drinking, even water, completely for 25 hours, ending after nightfall today.

The Talmud prescribes additional, less well-known prohibitions on Yom Kippur including a ban on anointing oneself and wearing leather shoes.  

Most of this High Holy-Day is spent in prayer, both personal and liturgical, at the synagogue.  

The services end at nightfall with the blowing of the “Tekiah Gedolah” which is a long blast of the Shofar, the ram’s horn.

Jews customarily wear white for Yom Kippur that symbolizes purity and calls to mind that our sins shall be made “as white as snow” (Psalm 51, Isaiah 1).  Others wear a Kittel – the white robe in which the dead are buried.

The beautiful Jewish liturgy of repentance on Yom Kippur emphasizes communal responsibility for sin as indicated in the Amidah prayer.

At the concluding service of Yom Kippur, or the “Neilah,”  the Ark with the scrolls of the Torah is kept open throughout.
It is referred to as the closing of the gates, symbolizing the “last chance” to repent before the holy-day comes to an abrupt end with the long sounding of the Shofar.  

On this High Holy Day of Yom Kippur, and on behalf of the Ontario PC Caucus, I have the privilege of extending my very best wishes to our entire Jewish Canadian Community and to the worldwide Jewish Community, especially in Eretz Israel!

This year’s celebration of Yom Kippur is made all the more solemn as Jews everywhere remember the victims of the recent war in the Middle East.  May they all rest in peace!
Shalom Aleichem!
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