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If honesty, sincerity and integrity are qualities that Ontario Progressive Conservatives want in their leader, then John Tory deserves a resounding vote of confidence from delegates at this weekend's London convention.

Perhaps more than any other member of the PC caucus, I had the opportunity to work alongside Tory since his election as leader in 2004. I observed him in meetings with stakeholders, at community and cultural events across the province and at countless political functions. 

He was always forthright, spoke with conviction about his calling to public life and tirelessly demonstrated his commitment to bring integrity back to Ontario politics. 

Over the last three years, Tory has successfully connected with many communities that were previously beyond the reach of the PC party and he has forged solid working relationships with a wide range of organizations in every sector of our province. 

His dedication and hard work is deserving of the respect and loyalty of every member of our party. That's why I am supporting Tory and why I will be urging all delegates to do the same. 

No one was more disappointed with the results of the last provincial election than me. And I was one of the first to tell Tory where I believed mistakes were made and what it would take to get the party and his leadership back on track.

Tory's response to our discussion was consistent with the character of the man I have come to know since we faced off as leadership candidates in 2004. 

He acknowledged not only the mistakes that were made leading up to and during the election campaign, but most importantly, he took responsibility for those decisions, committed to learn from mistakes made, and immediately got to work to engage party members in what has proven to be an important first step in the rebuilding of our party and the re-affirmation of our trust and confidence in his leadership. 

Key in my decision to support Tory is his commitment to developing the party's grassroots. That process, which was abandoned in the development of policy leading up to this past election, would have had one of two significant results. 

Either the now infamous "faith-based" policy would never have made it into the party's platform, or there would have been a province-wide, grassroots "army" that would have understood, vetted and embraced the policy and would have effectively defended it against Premier Dalton McGuinty's distortions. 

Delegates to this weekend's convention will witness the reinstatement of the party's grassroots Policy Advisory Councils and a renewed commitment to being engaged in developing policy leading up to the next election. 

This singular commitment by John Tory is an important signal to party members that he is serious about implementing the changes necessary to rebuild the party and demonstrates that the experiences of this past election have strengthened his resolve to build on those lessons. 

The most important of those lessons is that effective leadership in the Progressive Conservative Party begins with a healthy respect for the role of the individual member. 

John Tory earned my respect through his proven track record of success before politics, and he has earned my loyalty because of how he has handled defeat in his first election as leader. 

I will be voting to give him the opportunity to put into practice the lessons learned, to build on the foundation he has laid and to ready our party for the responsibility of governing in 2011. 
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