The Honourable James M. Flaherty, PC, MP



October 4, 2006
Minister of Finance

140 O’Connor Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0G5

Dear Minister,

I'm very pleased that the federal government has demonstrated its belief in the importance of urban transportation infrastructure by  pursuing  policy options that could ease congestion, reduce green house gas emissions and improve quality of life for residents of the GTA.

As you know, the previous Ontario government in which you and I played key roles was able to improve and expand public transit in York Region by committing $50 million towards phase 1 of VIVA, York Region Rapid Transit's award-winning transit system.  Funds were then matched by the federal government.
While this was a significant first step, more is required to achieve the full social, economic and environmental benefits VIVA will provide. As YRRT enters Phase 2, I am asking you both as Minister of Finance and the minister responsible for the GTA, to work with your cabinet colleagues to secure the federal government’s renewed commitment to VIVA.   
The dedicated bus lane along the southern Yonge Street corridor planned for Phase 2 will ease the pressure on our roadways by reducing the number of private vehicles traveling on that route. The dedicated lane will connect more easily the citizens of York Region to the TTC in Toronto, Durham Transit, and to the planned new Brampton AcceleRide program along the east-west Hwy #7 corridor. 

A renewed federal commitment to VIVA is consistent with federal funding plans now underway in conjunction with AcceleRide., and will contribute to the creation of a seamless and viable transportation solution for the most populous area of Canada.  A full commitment to VIVA from both senior levels of government will mean construction of the first dedicated VIVA transitway can begin in the Spring of 2007. 

In addition, the province of Ontario has announced its commitment to extend the Spadina subway into Vaughan.  We would ask the federal government to build strategically on its contribution to transportation infrastructure throughout the GTA by also supporting the Spadina extension.   

Working together, our governments have demonstrated a commitment to improving the quality of life of those who live, work and socialize in the GTA. It is in this spirit that I urge you to support Phase 2 of YRRT’s transit plan and look forward to other future funding announcements in support of infrastructure projects that meet the most pressing transportation and environmental challenges that we face collectively.
Yours sincerely,
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Frank Klees, MPP

Oak Ridges
