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For Immediate Release





December 3, 2007

Klees Questions $2 Billion Holiday Tax

(Queen’s Park) Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees today questioned the government's timing to give Ontario a new statutory holiday this coming February, calling it a "$2 Billion Holiday Tax.”
Klees referred to a BMO Capital Markets report that estimates the cost of the new Family Day as high as $2 billion in lost production and overtime. 

"This decision was all about politics but is void of responsible decision-making," said Klees.  "Everyone welcomes another day off, but it's irresponsible to impose a $2 Billion cost to businesses without consulting employers and giving them reasonable lead time to incorporate it into their business plans.”
Klees referred to businesses such as Aurora's Alutron Modules that was recently forced to lay off one quarter of its employees because of prevailing economic conditions. 
Klees called on the Minister Responsible for Small Business to consult with the business community before unilaterally imposing policies such as the new holiday on such short notice, especially given the uncertainty of Ontario’s economy in the coming year.
"What the Minister and this government seem not to understand is that many small and medium-sized businesses are already finding it difficult to stay afloat, given Ontario's tax rates and the recent threat to manufacturing posed by the strong dollar," said Klees. 

"The irresponsible handling of this issue may well result in a permanent holiday for some businesses and their employees.” 
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