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August 2, 2007
For Immediate Release

KLEES: Simcoe Day Honours Founder of Ontario and York Region
(Richmond Hill) York Region MPP Frank Klees, the PC Critic for Education and Citizenship & Immigration today made the following statement:

“As July 1st celebrates the founding of Canada, so the first Monday in August celebrates that of our respective provinces. In Ontario, that day has been traditionally named for our first Lieutenant Governor and unique founder, John Graves Simcoe.  

“It was Simcoe who settled the then Upper Canada during our province’s first multicultural immigration of the United Empire Loyalists who represented a total of ten cultural groups and three religious communities.   He also ensured the equal treatment of the property and education rights of both Protestant and Catholic churches and their respective clergy.  
“Simcoe established our first provincial parliament at Newark and, at his direction, the first orders of business was anti-slavery legislation, following the inspiration of his mentor, the parliamentarian and abolitionist, William Wilberforce.  This year marks the 200th anniversary of the anti-slavery Act of 1807 and Ontario rightly pays tribute to Simcoe as a hero of abolition.
“It was with Simcoe that the name of “York” originated for our region. York Region is dotted with many other place names associated with Simcoe, for example, Yonge Street and King Township were named for two of his loyal officers.   And it was Simcoe who obtained the designation “Royal York” from the Crown.  
“I would like to take this opportunity to wish all residents of York Region a very happy Simcoe Day on which we honour our great founder!”
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