STREET RACING

Question to the Minister of Transportation

June 1, 2006

Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): To the acting Premier: Acting Premier, Rob and Lisa Manchester of Oak Ridges lost their lives this last Saturday when their car was shredded by a Honda Civic racing at some 140 kilometres per hour through streets in Richmond Hill.

The Ministry of Transportation has been aware that street racing is an increasing threat to people’s lives and to road safety in this province, and that specific legislation is required to back up front-line police officers in dealing with this incredible problem. Given that knowledge, why is it that it has been almost three years now that you have been in government and you have yet to bring in legislation to deal with this important issue?

Hon. Gerry Phillips (Minister of Government Services): Minister of Transportation.

Hon. Donna H. Cansfield (Minister of Transpor​tation): Thank you very much. First of all, on behalf of everyone in the Legislature I’d like to extend to the Manchester family and especially to their little girl our deepest regrets over this incident. It took the lives of her parents.

There’s no question street racing is illegal, and there are very rigorous processes in place both from the criminal justice side and also from the Highway Traffic Act. But what I believe the member is referring to is the issue around after-market products, which was part of a bill that you had introduced—I’m presuming that is what it is, and I did make a decision and an undertaking to follow through and to investigate that file, to see what the issues are that we can deal with in dealing with street racing.

Mr. Klees: Acting Premier, I’m sending over a copy of Bill 20, which is in fact a bill that was introduced in May of 2003, and it deals specifically with issues relating—

The Speaker: Order.

Mr. Klees: And the reason that it wasn’t passed is because the House leader at the time refused to give us unanimous consent.

The Speaker: Stop the clock. Minister, I can wait. The member for Oak Ridges.

Mr. Klees: Thank you. That bill was introduced on May 5, 2003. It contained very specific provisions to enforce the message that street racing is illegal, it is dangerous and it will not be condoned in this province. It empowers police officers to impound vehicles and suspend licences on the spot. It prohibits nitrous oxide fuel systems that are connected in any vehicle driven on any road in this province and it provides for fines up to $1,000 and up to six months in jail for contraventions.

My question is this, and I appreciate the new minister’s willingness to look at this: Why has it been almost three years without this government being willing to bring this legislation forward that saves lives? Why has it taken three years for this government to act on this important—

Hon. Donna H. Cansfield (Minister of Transpor​tation): I thank the honourable member for his question. Ontario, in the Highway Traffic Act, has one of the most rigorous sets of controls across Canada dealing with street racing.

Aside from that, I did indicate that I would be quite prepared to go through the file to look at the issue of after-market products and the impact, and to review this. I’m quite prepared to do that. I understand the issue is very serious, and we take this very seriously, because we are looking at human life.

Mr. Klees: I welcome the new Minister of Transportation’s response to this question. What concerns me are the quips from some of her colleagues that obviously disregard the fact that lives have been lost recently and over the last number of years.

What I’m concerned about is that, in an interest of defending their inaction on this important file, they lose sight of the fact that it is their responsibility that this legislation has been on their books, that they have failed to take action on this important issue.

I want to ask the new minister, when can we expect, then, to see a tabling of that legislation in this House? When can we expect to see the legislation?

Hon. Mrs. Cansfield: Again, there’s nobody on this side of the House, and presumably on any side of the House, who would not take this very seriously, because we are dealing with human life. A child has lost both her parents. This is serious.

We currently do have the ability to impound and suspend, to do some very rigorous things. Should there be more? I’m quite prepared to look at that. I indicated I will look at that as soon as possible. I actually have been doing some homework on those after-market products myself—nitrous oxide—to find out and to understand exactly how this works within the system. So I’m quite prepared to do this. We all take this very seriously.

As I indicated, everybody in this House sends to that family their deepest condolences, and to that little girl, who will not have her parents for the rest of her life.

