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For immediate release

October 17, 2005

“Protect our Kids”

PC Education Critic to Minister

Queen’s Park:

PC Education Critic, Frank Klees today called on Education Minister Gerard Kennedy to over-rule a decision of the College of Teachers to re-instate a teacher found guilty of professional misconduct for viewing child pornography in his classroom.

Citing the case of Chatham teacher, Philip Louis King who becomes eligible to teach in the Ontario Public School system on December 9th, Klees called on Gerard Kennedy to guarantee that King will never teach in Ontario schools again. 

Klees referred to Detective Sgt. Paul Gillespie, head of Toronto's child porn unit, who was quoted as saying that “every one of these pictures represents a child being tortured”. 

Confronting Kennedy with Gillespie's contention that restoring the teaching certificate would represent “too big a risk to take”, Klees was successful in securing the Minister's undertaking to “review” the decision. 

“Many parents are worried enough about their kids getting to and from school safely,” said Klees. “Now we can't even assure them that their classrooms will be free of child predators.”
Klees warns that decisions such as this are symptomatic of a College that is largely controlled by members of the same labour union. “Given this government's plan to give total control of the College's board to the teachers' unions we can expect more of the same in the years ahead. We will oppose that plan vigorously,” warned Klees.
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