Sent: May 2, 2008 11:37 AM


Dear Editor,

Thank-you for your coverage in the article “Face To Face” in April 24th’s edition, however I’d like to clarify some items as written by your student reporter, Amanda Persico. 

1stly, the Poverty Action for Change Coalition is a community group comprised of concerned residents, whose mandate is to reduce and to bring awareness to poverty in York Region. PACC itself is not made up of politicians as the article as written may seem to imply. 

In reference to the series of meetings we are hosting the article quotes me as saying, “ A Roundtable implies discussion whereas our (meetings’) mandate is to lead to action”(to reduce poverty). This is accurately quoted however it left out the lead-in to that which was, “This is not a roundtable discussion per say, but what we call a ‘Square-table” as it is to lead to action. With the title for of the series meetings being left out in the quote, it causes some confusion.

It is the non-partisan “Square-table “panel which includes politicians from all levels and representing all areas throughout Northern York Region, as well as PACC members - and it is this Square-table panel to whom the writer was actually referring to in the article and not PACC themselves. 

So to recap, the politicians (who by the way should be commended) themselves are part of a non-partisan working group participating in a continuing series of meetings called a “Squaretable’ along with PACC members, and is focused on finding solutions to ease poverty on some of our most vulnerable residents. 

Hey I don’t mind if (MP) Belinda Stronach ( Steve Hinder) , MPP Frank Klees, Regional Councilor John Taylor, Councilors Joe Sponga, Allison Collins-Mrakus, & Virginia Jackson, Georgina Mayor Rob Grossi & Tim Jones want to be labeled as working PACC members -  however we ask that everyone leave their  party colours at the door! Ha.

Tom Pearson

Chairperson, Poverty Action for Change Coalition

580 Brickell Place Newmarket - 289-221-0928

