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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release

February 9, 2007
Klees and Munro Team Up with Ontario Bar Association for 
Town Hall on Justice Issues

NEWMARKET– The Ontario Bar Association’s province-wide Town Hall initiative is coming to York Region on Friday, February 16th.  Partnering with local MPPs Frank Klees and Julia Munro, the Town Hall undertakes to find better ways to structure and resource the Ontario justice system.  The Town Hall Meeting is taking place from 11:30-1:30 PM at the Best Western Newmarket located at 17565 Yonge St in Newmarket.  The theme for the meeting is “Justice in Ontario: Getting it Right.”  The MPPs and the OBA are asking the public and legal stakeholders to identify and present solutions on the resources needed by the justice system both locally and province-wide.
Klees would like to see addressed what he has referred to as “unconscionable delays in hearing cases that result in personal trauma and thousands of dollars in unnecessary costs”.

Munro added, “Working families and seniors choose to live in this community because of the sense of safety it provides - that is something we cannot afford to lose.”


Topics that will be discussed at the Town Hall Meeting include:

· What is needed to ensure fair and timely access to the justice/legal system for all Ontarians?

· What improvements or changes should be made to our justice system, locally and province-wide?

· Does our community have adequate resources to meet the needs of our citizens?

Co-Chairing the Town Hall Meeting on behalf of the OBA will be Heather McGee.  McGee is an experienced lawyer practicing in family and estates law at the law firm of McGee Fryer.  McGee is a leader within the profession having served as President of the York Region County and District Law Association from 1997 to 1999 and as President of the Ontario Bar Association from 2005-2006.

“Working within the legal system on a daily basis, I see the demands on the system significantly exceeding current resources,” said McGee.  “This Town Hall Meeting will help identify areas of the justice system that are not living up to the needs of those trying to access it.  We need to hear from the public and stakeholders so that we can work with all branches of government and restore our Justice system to the level its citizens deserve.

The Town Hall Meeting is open to all members of the public and to the legal community in York Region.  Those planning on attending are asked to RSVP to contact Jonathan Clancy at 1-800-668-8900 ext 348.  Participants are asked to bring a written submission to accompany comments they make at the Town Hall Meeting.  
The OBA is the voice of the legal profession in Ontario.  As a branch of the Canadian Bar Association, the OBA represents more than 17,000 lawyers, judges, law professors and law students across the province.  
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For more information:

Jonathan Clancy


                Frank Klees, MPP
Office: 1-800-668-8900 ext. 348

                Office: 905-707-3160
Cell: 416-454-8932 
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