21 November 2006
The Honourable Sandra Pupatello

Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues

777 Bay Street, 6th Floor

Toronto, ON M7A 2J4

Dear Minister,

Re: Today’s funding announcement for victims of domestic violence.
Your announcement of a new $4 million program to assist vulnerable women develop new skills, find employment and achieve economic independence is one that I welcome and strongly support.

This is why I was shocked to learn that York Region would receive none of the funding mentioned in your announcement.
As you are well aware, domestic violence is not a regional issue.  The women in York Region are as desperate for assistance as in every other region of Ontario.  

The York Region Women’s Centre, as but one example, continues to struggle with ever-growing demands for its services to both women and children victims of domestic violence.  Minister, I am convinced that the York Region Women’s Centre, for one, is deserving of financial support under your new announced program and I write to you today to ask why you believe it is not.

Therefore, I call upon you to give serious and prompt consideration to providing York Region its fair share of the funding allocation under the program you have introduced today.  Please feel free to contact me directly at any time with any questions or comments you may have concerning this important matter to the women and children victims of domestic violence of York Region.

Yours sincerely,
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Frank Klees, MPP

Oak Ridges

