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Klees: 50th Anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution a reminder of high price of freedom
(Queen’s Park) Oak Ridges MPP Frank Klees, the PC Education and Citizenship & Immigration Critic today made the following statement on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution:
“Today marks a singular event in the history of the struggle for human rights and freedoms.  It was on October 23, 1956 that the people of Hungary, led by the country’s intellectual and scientific leaders, rose as one to take up arms against the oppression of communism.  
“The Hungarian freedom-fighters, with many teen-aged children among them and armed with nothing more than kitchen implements and gasoline, achieved the unthinkable by disabling Soviet tanks in the streets of Budapest. 
“In response, on November 4, Soviet forces invaded Hungary and brutally crushed the 12-day old spontaneous popular uprising while re-establishing oppressive communist rule.  However, in 1989, Hungary became the first nation of the Soviet bloc to regain its freedom and make the inspiring transition to democracy.  The flag of Hungary and the Cross of St Stephen adorned the sky-line of Budapest once more as they do the Ontario Legislature today.
“Today we are reminded about the high price of freedom. It is a lesson that reminds us all to never take for granted the rights, responsibilities and freedoms that we enjoy as citizens of Canada.
“On behalf of John Tory and the Ontario PC Caucus, I take this opportunity to extend my very best wishes to our Hungarian Canadian Community on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution – the revolution that continues to inspire the world.”
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