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Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): My question is to the Attorney General. Attorney General, Rob and Lisa Manchester lost their lives and their seven-year-old daughter is orphaned—the result of street racing. There are two people in Sunnybrook Hospital now fighting for their lives. They were crushed—the result of street racing. Allison Hickey and Mark Radman, their families, their friends, want to know today why you and your government have refused to give unanimous consent to the street racing bill which would prevent the further loss of innocent lives and injury. Why are you not willing to pull together on this, set aside any partisan issues and why will you not, together with your government, give consent to having this bill passed before the Legislature rises and we head into the summer? Would you do that?

Hon. Michael Bryant (Attorney General): Obviously, all of our thoughts are with the Manchester family. There was just a letter in the Toronto Star on June 16 from Reverend Ronald Cote who wrote that two weeks ago he buried his niece and her husband, Lisa and Rob Manchester. He said in this letter that it was encouraging to hear the York Regional Police had impounded the cars of two street racers and had the cars destroyed on Thursday. He thought that it had been far better that they lose their expensive toys than have other families go through the pain that their family had experienced.

There’s no question, I say to the member opposite, that this issue is being dealt with in the public interest and in the memory of these victims and we will continue to do so, continue to address the bill in that fashion, both the government and the affected ministries, and the Ministry of Transportation, which I’m sure will also want to provide you with an update on this issue in the supplementary.

Mr. Klees: Minister, you crushed two cars. Lives are being crushed in this province, lives are being lost. I was told this morning that the reason that unanimous consent is not being granted for this bill is because the Premier’s office is angry with me for how I have denounced your handling of this issue. If that is the case, Minister, I will publicly express now my regret for any handling of this issue and I will ask you to put aside any acrimony relating to this bill, and let’s do the right—

I would ask you, Minister, in the interest of saving lives, before this House rises, that we set aside any acrimony related to this bill, that we come together, that we do the right thing, that we give passage to this bill in the same way that we will be doing in this House later with Bill 89. It’s possible to do. Can you give me one reason, sir, why you would not be willing to do this in the interest of—

Hon. Mr. Bryant: As I said, I’ll refer to the supplementary to the Minister of Transportation.

Hon. Donna H. Cansfield (Minister of Transpor​tation): To the honourable member: Street racing is illegal. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Manchester family.

As you know, Mr. Speaker, the federal government is proposing new legislation, harsher penalties that will deal with street racing as well, in terms of criminal offence. It would make some sense to wait until we have an idea about the impact of that particular legislation as which move forward. So what I am proposing is that I would be more than prepared to sit down with the honourable member to see how the impact of the federal legislation will work on our street racing direction, and work with you to be able to produce what’s in the best interest of all of the people of Ontario.
