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August 1, 2007
For Immediate Release

KLEES: Emancipation Day Celebrates Our Heritage of Freedom & Human Rights
(Queen’s Park)  Oak Ridges MPP Frank Klees, the PC Education and Citizenship & Immigration Critic today made the following statement:
“It is my privilege on behalf of John Tory and the Ontario PC caucus to join in the commemoration of Emancipation Day and the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade bill passed by the British Parliament in 1807.
“The anti-slavery movement was led by the great abolitionist and Member of Parliament William Wilberforce.  Wilberforce died one month before Parliament put a complete end to slavery in the British dominions on August 1, 1834, which is known as ‘Emancipation Day.’
“His immediate influence was not limited to Britain alone. John Graves Simcoe, Ontario’s first Lieutenant Governor, was deeply inspired by his words and example. In 1793, when our first provincial parliament assembled at Newark, Simcoe ensured that the first bills on the order of business “attacked the pernicious institution of slavery in Upper Canada.”  
“I would like to take this opportunity to gratefully acknowledge Dr. Rosemary Sadlier, President of the Ontario Black History Society, for her tireless work in promoting African cultural heritage, especially Ontario Black History Month and the Canada-wide observance of Emancipation Day.
“In commemorating the 200th anniversary of the act of 1807, we mark an historic milestone in the ongoing struggle against racism and racial discrimination. We celebrate the heroes of that struggle, past and present. We are, at the same time, reminded about the need for vigilance against contemporary racial and religious discrimination, and hate crimes such as anti-Semitism.  The inspiring example of our great parliamentary colleague and civic leader William Wilberforce continues to light the way.
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