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Hansard, Ontario Legislature

October 18, 2005
earthquake in south asia

Mr. Frank Klees (Oak Ridges): I rise to remind honourable members and citizens of Ontario that we have an obligation and a moral responsibility to ensure that the plight of the people of Pakistan, Afghanistan, India and the epicentre of the earthquake in Kashmir are not forgotten. As time passes and this tragedy slips from the front pages of our newspapers, the urgency to provide support and aid to the relief efforts may well be lost. We cannot allow that to happen. In fact, the death toll, now at 48,000, continues to climb, the injured number more than 60,000 and a staggering four million are homeless.
Among those demonstrating leadership in organizing relief efforts are community leaders such as Markham councillor Khalid Usman, who together with the International Development and Relief Foundation hosted a very successful fundraising event in Rexdale this past Sunday in which I had the honour to participate. John Tory, the leader of the Ontario PC Party, attended a similar event, organized by the Islamic Foundation of Toronto, in Scarborough. And we both had the opportunity to participate in a radio appeal on the Radio 770 AM program, Sazo Awaz, hosted by Arifa Muzaffar, sponsored by Mr. Shahid Hashmi and supported by community leaders like Mr. Aftab Rizvi and Dr. Shanaz Dar.

I once again call on Premier Dalton McGuinty to respond to John Tory’s appeal to the government of Ontario to increase its support beyond the $1 million initially committed and to announce a matching private donations program.
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