Autism Policy, Q and A


How will you actually clear the waitlist? 

Direct Funding v. Direct Service
· The Liberals, as we have seen now for the last 4 years, have designed a system that fails to deliver the appropriate services to children and parents.   

· By erasing one barrier, the age limit, Mr. McGuinty has created another one:  the wait list. 
· We will streamline the assessment process to prevent duplication and free up appropriately qualified professionals so that they can assess more children and reduce the wait time for assessments. 
· Further, we believe that, in order to address the wait list issue, parents need more flexibility and choice must have the choice of receiving direct funding far earlier in the treatment process. 

· While parents can receive direct funding now, they are given this opportunity only when a regional service provider has a spot available. This is not acceptable. 

· We propose a system where parents have the option to receive direct funding immediately after a diagnosis by a registered medical health professional is made.  

· We would make available the funds so that every child on the waitlist would immediately at assessment to enable children to receive services from accredited professionals as quickly as possible. 

· Moreover, we plan to eliminate the assessment wait time in a similar manner. Once a child receives a diagnosis from a registered medical health professional, direct funding will be made immediately available to cover the cost of clinical assessment. This will eliminate the assessment wait list. 

· We will provide parents with choice and will ensure that there is system capacity for those parents the direct service option.  

Human Resources

· Part of the challenge in the system is in ensuring that there are appropriately educated and trained professionals in the system to provide assessments and provide front line services. 
· We will work with our universities and colleges to build capacity in Ontario’s post-secondary and training system 
· The current funding of Ontario’s community colleges to offer autism/ABA program is an excellent start to build the base of our front line supports. 
· We will use international standards as a basis for education and experience necessary for instructors and professionals. 
· Ensuring consistency in programming and standards in our post-secondary and training programs, and working with our faculties of education and medicine to ensure that our teachers and health professionals get the appropriate training they need to work with children with autism, will provide our professionals with the educational supports they require to serve families and children with autism.  

· Parents will have comfort in their confidence that their children will have access to consistent, quality supports, regardless of geography and service provider. 
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Children over 6 and in school: 

· We have no ability to assess how special education dollars are being used to support children with autism and other special needs given the lack of transparency and accountability in the schools system. 

· The special education budget has increased by $369 million since 2003, and is estimated to be $1.993 Billion in 2007.

· Families of children with autism understand how opaque the system is and have had to use dozens of FOI requests to receive the most basic of program information. 
· We will work with the school boards, teachers and their representative organizations and community services providers to make the special education program more effective and more accountable.  We can’t afford not to. 
· We will ask boards to identify their priority populations and provide more detailed and transparent accounting of how their special education envelopes are being used. 
· Moreover, we will find ways to ensure that children receive the appropriate treatment that clinicians believe they should have. IBI and ABA should be available to students, if these are the treatments they require. 
· In many areas of the province, school boards have responded to the challenge with innovative programming that incorporates these supports. 
· We must break down the barriers and silos between the education system and the community providers.  We must put politics aside and foster stronger partnerships and collaborative relationships that put the interests of the children – ALL children – first.   Anything less is unacceptable.
· The window of opportunity we have to help these children is limited, we need to realize this, and understand that current methods of reform, taking many years, are not good enough.
How will community to school transition be facilitated?

· Transition to school must be improved.   The public school system is the next stage in treatment, not the end of IBI.  

· This is why we must have standards of practice and consistency in the delivery of services across the province.

· By providing the direct funding option for early intervention, transition will become easier. 

What about respite programs?
· We’ve heard far too many stories of the challenges families of children with autism face in getting access to meaningful respite supports, especially respite in the communities where they live.

· We will commit to funding expanding weekend respite programming for parents across the province so that parents have more ready access to respite support when they need it. 
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What are ABA and IBI?  Is there a difference?
· Applied behaviour analysis is a field in psychology that consists of the use of scientific methodology to understand behaviour and how it can be changed. It is a broad field that has been applied to a variety of socially significant problems in addition to the treatment of autism. 

· Intensive behavioural intervention is the use of applied behaviour analysis techniques to provide intensive treatment. Intensity of treatment refers not only to the high number of hours provided (typically between 20 and 40 hours per week), but also the high quality of the design and implementation of treatment programs. 

What does this program mean for children under the age of six?  What does this mean for children over the age of six?

· Our program will allow children with autism, regardless of age, to receive timely assessment and service from a qualified professional. 
· For children who are school age, our program will provide the treatment they need, including IBI and other ABA supports in school, as recommended by a qualified professional. 

What will this cost?  How can you afford to do this, especially given that John Tory has said he will repeal the health tax?

· Based on our best information, we estimate that the annual cost to clear the current waitlist would be  $70 million. 
· We believe the challenge for the public school system is to provide transparency and accountability in the special education funding envelope. 
· With a budget of $2 billion and an increase in that budget of $350 million over the last 3 years, we believe the resources to deliver these services are already available within the special education envelope. 
· We will work with the school boards, teachers and their representative organizations to ensure that the interests of students are first and that there is greater transparency around and accountability for the special education funding envelope. 
· If Dalton McGuinty does not like our numbers, then we demand that he open up the books and be transparent about and accountable for the finances and wait lists associated for children with autism.  We would then say:  “Tell us the real numbers, Mr. McGuinty, and provide these families with the funding and supports they require.” 
What are the timelines for clearing the wait lists and for implementing this?

· Our advisors in the field tell us that it would take from 2 to 5 years to clear the current wait list given some of the issues associated with the access to professionals and services in more remote communities.  We believe that 5 years is too long for parents to wait and will work to clear the provincial list as quickly as possible. 
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How will you introduce this into the schools?  What does this mean for teachers?

· Our proposals mean that schools would finally be able to provide the services that children with autism and all children with special needs deserve. 
· Teachers will have the range of supports and services they need to educate children with autism. 
You mention "appropriate professionals" and "standards".  What do these mean?

· Children require consistency in quality assessments services and supports both in the community and in the school system. 
· In order to ensure consistency in quality, we will introduce international standards for professionals delivering services to children with autism and will ensure that appropriate practice standards and practical components are built into curricula for educating and training supervisors and front line professionals. 
What does this mean for parents?

· Our plan will give families and children with autism access to the services and supports they require, when they require them. 
· Our plan will mean that parents of school age children will no longer have to fret over the lack of appropriate service in schools and that they will have choice and flexibility in accessing services and supports for their children. 
· We hear too many stories about families having little or no access to respite supports in their local communities.  Our plan will expand weekend respite programs for parents and will ensure that families can access respite services where and when they require them. 
Will support services include speech therapy and occupational therapy if prescribed for a child?

· Yes. 
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