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For Immediate Release

KLEES: Armenians Mark Original Christmas Day 
(Queen’s Park) Oak Ridges MPP Frank Klees, the PC Education and Citizenship & Immigration Critic, today made the following statement on the occasion of Armenian Christmas Day 2007:
“Armenia became the first state to accept Christianity just over 1700 years ago and it honours St Gregory the Illuminator as its Church’s founder.  
“One of the unique characteristics of the Armenian tradition is that it alone 

celebrates Christmas Day on its original date which is January 6th and Armenians living in Israel, who follow the Julian Calendar, observe Christmas Day on January 18th.

“Beginning this Friday evening, Armenian Canadian families will join Armenians at Etchmiadzin and around the world to celebrate Christmas as they have for over 1700 years.

“On behalf of John Tory, the Leader of the Ontario Progressive Conservative Party, I would like to take this opportunity to express my warmest personal regards to our entire Armenian Canadian community on the feast of the Nativity of Christ on January 6th!”
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