Funding brings new jobs to town
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Axiom president Perry Rizzo (right) shows some of the firm's products to Ontario Economic Development Minister Michael Bryant during a tour of the Aurora plant Friday. 
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Hard-hit local auto industry to benefit from new program 
By SEAN PEARCE 

After hundreds of auto sector job losses in Newmarket and Aurora in recent months, there's at last a little bit of light between the darkening economic clouds. 

The little ray of hope is a $2.4-million provincial investment to assist Aurora's Axiom Group kick-start plans to produce a new high output exhauster for the automotive industry, creating 128 new jobs in the process. 

The province's investment, through the Next Generation of Jobs Fund, is meant to assist Axiom in its innovative endeavour, into which the firm has already invested more than $16 million, and allow it to create new long-term employment, Economic Development Minister Michael Bryant said while announcing the funding Friday. 

"As the high output exhauster of the McGuinty government, I think it is only appropriate that I am here today to make this announcement," Mr. Bryant quipped. "However, unlike me, (the Axiom) exhauster will be less noisy, use less air and be produced at a more efficient cost." 

Only two other firms - both based in the United States - make such a product. 

In addition to the exhauster, Axiom is working on other projects, such as developing an automotive cooler/lunch box. 

"In the midst of this economy we're in, both government and business can bring together their most robust booster cables and deliver an economic jump-start to not only survive, but take advantage of this situation and leapfrog their competitors," Mr. Bryant said. "There will be more of this all across the province of Ontario." 

And, while he did not offer specifics, the minister hinted there could be more money on the way for other local companies as Fri day's $2.4 million is just part of the $1.15 billion the province has allotted for its business incentive program. As such, they are on the hunt for innovative, well-run companies ready to compete and create jobs, Mr. Bryant added. 

"(Companies) need to have a good balance sheet, good management and be doing something that is creating jobs for the future," he said. "We need to see the taxpayer getting some bang for the buck." 

Axiom president Perry Rizzo said he was pleased by the government's support as it produces the exhauster, a system that allows air to escape from the nearly air-tight cabins of modern cars. 

"The market is changing, we know that, but there's a place for innovative companies and Axiom is proud to be one of those companies," he said. "We're pleased to be the next small to medium-sized business getting some support to fund new initiatives." 

In addition to thanking Mr. Bryant and the McGuinty government, Mr. Rizzo offered his thanks to Progressive Conservative Newmarket-Aurora MPP Frank Klees for his help securing the funds. 

He also thanked his employees for their hard work. 

"They do a great job," he said motioning to an assembled crowd of workers with his hand. "They're the reason we have innovation." 

When reached later in the day, Mr. Klees said he was pleased Axiom was awarded the funding, but added it should have come sooner. 

"I raised this issue, specifically about Axiom, a number of times in the legislature and my concern was that here we have a company who had made the application, met all the requirements and were not hearing back from the ministry or just getting promises," Mr. Klees said. 

But he added he was "glad it all worked out". 

Oak Ridges-Markham MPP Helena Jaczek was on hand for the announcement and said initiatives such as the job fund are essential to ensuring Ontario's future prosperity. 

The provincial funding is definitely a positive development for the town, Aurora Mayor Phyllis Morris said. 

After having to contend with a series of auto sector job losses in the past few months, news of some job creation is most welcome, she said. 

"It's a great day for this company and a great day for Aurora," Mrs. Morris said. 

It was good to see politicians of all stripes working toward a common goal, Axiom vice-president of research and development and advanced engineering Rocco Di Serio said. 

After seeing so many other automotive plants shed jobs, it's comforting to be working at one of the few in these tough times that's actually continuing to grow, employee Muhammad Shakeel said. 

"A lot of investment is coming," he said. "It definitely feels good."
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