March 25, 2008 
Mr. Bill Fisch
Chair
The Regional Municipality of York

17250 Yonge St.., 4th Floor

PO Box 147 Stn. Main

Newmarket, ON  L3Y 6Z1

Dear Chair Fisch:

Re: Transit Access for People with Disabilities and Long Term Care Residents

Recently, I conducted a round-table discussion on long term care issues in York Region and committed to bring one of the key concerns to your attention and to the attention of your colleagues in municipal governments.  Specifically, it is the lack of transit services for residents of our long term care homes.

Enclosed, please find a letter, dated February 27, 2008, that summarizes the issue and makes the case for the need for wheelchair accessible bus service for groups, such as long term care homes. This letter was written by Amanda Jamieson and Ashley Burden who, as third year nursing students, are completing their community nursing clinical placements at Aurora Resthaven and are experiencing first-hand how difficult it is to find bus service that will accommodate the needs of their residents.  
While this letter is written from the perspective of one long term facility, I can assure you that the concern expressed was unanimously supported by the participants at the long term care round-table meeting which I have referenced in this letter.
While I realize that York Region has many competing needs for transit funds, I would ask that you and your colleagues consider how this particular need can be addressed.  
I am aware that on February 29, 2008, the Hon. Jim Bradley, Minister of Transportation, announced a payment to the Regional Municipality of York to be made prior to March 31, 2008 for the purpose of renewing and expanding municipal transit infrastructure.  His letter to you stated specifically that “it is expected that these funds will also help to improve accessibility for people with disabilities.” 

Perhaps a portion of these funds could be allocated to support a wheelchair accessible bus service that would serve the needs of York Region’s long term care facilities and other community service programs.

Yours sincerely,
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Frank Klees, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

* Enclosure
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Edith Schultz/Aurora Resthaven


Susan Dubeau/Willows Estate


Kelly Graham/King City Lodge


Terry Collins/Southlake Residential Care Village


Sanja Freeborn/Mackenzie Place


Donna Corbett/Newmarket Health Centre LTC
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