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Recently, charges were dropped against the six youths charged with sexually assaulting a 14-year old student in the bathroom at C.W. Jeffreys High School in Toronto.  Why?  Because so much time had passed between the alleged assault and when it was finally reported to police – some 15 months – that memories had faded.

Think what might have happened if the principal and vice-principals at C.W. Jeffreys had actually called the police immediately.  The investigation would have had a chance to get to the truth.

The school’s principal and vice-principals were actually charged for failing to report the apparent sexual assault, but those charges were thrown out by the court and, despite the Crown’s appeal, they will never succeed.  

You see, there is no law that requires principals and vice principals to report student-on-student violence to police.  Right now, the law only requires school administrators to report child abuse that is committed by a parent.  If they fail to report it, they can be charged and face a maximum fine of $1,000.

So why the double standard in protecting our kids?  Why should it matter if the abuser is a parent or a fellow student?  

I raised this issue at Queen’s park this past spring on numerous occasions following an incident at a York Region school where a Grade 1 student was whipped with a belt by two fellow students, twice his age.  The principal not only failed to report the incident to the police, the principal didn’t even let the boy’s parents know that their son had been beaten.  Two 13-year old boys were charged after the boy’s parents found out and called police themselves. 

I demanded that the Liberal government close this loophole and require that student-on-student violence be reported to police.  As the Official Opposition, we offered to pass the law immediately so that it would be in place for this September’s return to school. Education Minister Kathleen Wynne refused. She opted for a study rather than action to protect our children. 

Schoolyard scuffles are as old as cutting classes.  I was not asking that principals should be required to report every shoving match to police.  But, what happened in these two cases were serious acts of assault and school officials turned a blind eye to them with no consequences.  

At a minimum, we have a right to expect school officials to keep our children safe. I maintain that school officials should be legally required to report serious acts of assault, like sexual assault and assault with a weapon, to police.  
It’s a no-brainer.  So why won’t Premier McGuinty and Kathleen Wynne change the law to protect our children?
As always, I look forward to your views and comments. Please contact me through my website at frankklees.com or call me on my direct line at 416-509-8999. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Frank Klees, MPP
