Petition to the Parliament of Ontario

Whereas Ontarians living in Long Term Care homes have greater complex care needs;

Whereas the McGuinty government broke its promise to seniors to provide $6,000 in personal care per resident;

Whereas more than 24,000 Ontarians are currently waiting for a LTC bed;

Whereas on any given day up to 40 patients occupy acute care beds at Southlake Hospital because LTC beds are not available for their appropriate level of care;

Whereas new incentives are needed to encourage interim transitional placements for patients waiting for a LTC bed or to return to their own homes;

Whereas dedicated LTC homes do not have the resources to hire sufficient staff that are necessary to provide the level of care that residents require and deserve;

Whereas LTC staff are burdened by cumbersome government regulations; 

And Whereas more than 35,000 seniors are living in LTC beds which fail to meet the proper design standards;

Therefore, we, the undersigned, petition the Parliament of Ontario

to call on the McGuinty government to enhance Long Term Care and: Initiate a sector-wide staffing increase of 4,500 full-time positions within a year; Expedite the redevelopment of Ontario’s 35,000 oldest care beds with adequate funding; Achieve an average of 3 hours of personal care per day; Simplify the regulations governing nursing homes; Produce a benchmarked plan to reduce LTC waiting lists; And reduce inflationary pressures on increased operating costs of LTC homes by adequate funding.
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DO NOT FAX   Please return with original signatures by mail or deliver to: 

Attention:  Frank Klees, MPP, Newmarket-Aurora
Room 447, Legislative Assembly, Queen’s Park, Toronto, ON M7A 1A8
