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FRANK KLEES, M.P.P.

Newmarket-Aurora


December 3, 2008  

Mr. Stephane Dion, MP

Leader of the Official Opposition

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Dion,

At this time of parliamentary and national crisis in Canada, I write to encourage you to make as your priority the public interest of Canadians above all other considerations.   

The threat of thousands of further job losses looms heavily across Ontario and Canada unless all Members of Parliament and the provincial legislatures can work together to build, rather than tear down, confidence in our Government, our economy and our manufacturing industries.

In my Riding of Newmarket-Aurora, many jobs have already been lost due to the economic downturn, and an additional 850 employees were advised that their jobs would end in the new year as the result of the recently announced Magna plant closings in York Region.  
I have observed with great interest the proceedings of our federal Parliament over the past days and am greatly concerned about the direction the debate over important economic issues has taken.  
My intention is not to defend the actions of the federal government that gave rise to the strong opposition mounted by the three opposition parties. In retrospect, neither the timing nor some of the content was well advised.  And in response, the opposition parties made their point forcefully and effectively.  That’s the role of opposition parties in our parliamentary system of government and you fulfilled that role effectively.
But that is where it should have ended after securing the government’s retreat on several key proposals. It is now time to move on to work with the government, rather than attempt to destabilize it, to ensure the implementation of a critically needed economic recovery strategy.  To do otherwise is to risk a loss of international confidence in our economy and the sacrifice of thousands of jobs by even further delaying the development and implementation of a meaningful federal economic action plan. 
My constituents are contacting me to say that the last thing Canada needs right now is political turmoil on top of economic crisis.

I therefore encourage you to reconsider the current path that you and the two other opposition leaders have embarked upon to gain short-term political goals at the expense of the long-term goals of national stability, economic renewal and jobs for the people in our communities from British Columbia to Quebec.
Yours sincerely,

[image: image1.jpg]



Frank Klees, MPP

Newmarket-Aurora
CC
Jack Layton, MP


Gilles Duceppe, MP
Queen’s Park Office: Room 447 Legislative Building Queen’s Park Toronto Ontario M7A 1A8 
Tel. (416) 325-7316 Fax (416) 325-1573

Web Page Address: www.frank-klees.on.ca E-mail: fklees@frank-klees.on.ca
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