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OECD Conclusions Predictable: PC Transportation Critic

(QUEEN’S PARK) There's nothing in the OECD's report on the effects of traffic congestion that every resident in the GTA doesn't already know, according to PC Transportation Critic, Frank Klees.

"It doesn't take an international report to point out the impact of gridlock in the GTA," said Klees. "Every resident, commuter and business owner is confronted with the frustration and cost of blocked roads and inadequate transit every day.”

Klees blames the McGuinty government for not prioritizing transportation infrastructure and points out that despite a $25 billion deficit, there are no major transportation-related projects to show for it. 

"At the same time that the McGuinty government was wasting more than $1 Billion through its e-health untendered contracts scandal, essential transportation projects were left sitting on the drawing boards gathering dust," said Klees. 

"The shovels should have been in the ground long ago on projects such as the 407 extension east, the 404, 427, 410 north extensions, and all-day north/south train services, just to mention a few."

Klees points out that the McGuinty government's infrastructure projects have too often been driven by political expediency rather than being based on sound planning principles.

"We have a massive infrastructure deficit in this province for the same reason we have a fiscal deficit," said Klees. "The common denominator is a government that failed in its planning and stewardship responsibilities, and has wasted billions in the process. “
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