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Headline: Whose Hands Are Those In Your Pockets ?

When will hard-working, tax-paying Ontarians tell their Premier that “enough is enough”? 
From my vantage point, I continue to be amazed at how much Dalton McGuinty and his Liberal government have been able to get away with over the past 6 years. This, without so much as a whimper from his loyal public, let alone an uprising! Consider the cumulative effect of the 'Dalton Factor' on our lives and our pocket books since Premier Dalton took office. 

First, there was the promise of "no new taxes" which shortly turned into the largest single tax hike ever foisted on Ontarians in the form of the Dalton McGuinty Health Tax. (In case you've missed it, watch for it when you file your income tax returns). 

As if that wasn't enough, health services such as physiotherapy, chiropractic, and eye examinations were de-listed from OHIP coverage. 

Then came a long list of subtle fee increases on everything from licence renewal fees to environmental fees for everything from new tires to oil changes. New recycling fees and packaging fees were added to the products we buy every day. Any wonder that the pay cheque seems to be shrinking?  

Had enough? Well brace yourself, there's more!

Looked at your latest electricity bill? Not only are you paying for the cost of that new “Smart Meter" that your utility installed, you're also paying more for your electricity! While spun as a cornerstone of the McGuinty government's "energy conservation plan", this has nothing whatsoever to do with energy conservation. It is all about raising electricity rates by up to 70% for the ten hours a day when consumers, especially small businesses, need it most. (The idea that the government is forcing you to do your dishes and laundry in the early hours of the morning is bad enough, but to get zapped you on your hydro bill for not cooperating, should shock some of you out of your apathy towards Dalton and his taxing ways). By the way, keep an eye on those "time of use" charges. Based on the experience of other jurisdictions, they are not fool proof. California, for example, has experienced numerous claims for over-charging by the utility. 

And the worst is yet to come. In July of this year, we'll all be asked to take on yet another tax increase in the form of the HST. But this time, nothing will be spared. Another $3 billion tax burden that will spare no one. Everything we touch will carry the additional tax - from gasoline to electricity to natural gas to cable TV, haircuts and funerals! And, over the next few weeks, you'll be watching TV commercials, listening to radio ads and seeing ads in your local newspapers telling you how good you should feel about these new taxes and how Dalton McGuinty will make it all better by throwing you back some crumbs from the loaf he's taken from you. 

Think about it while you're listening to the dishwasher and the washing machine at 2 in the morning. Maybe it's time to fight back! 

As always, I welcome your comments on this or any other issue. Please contact me at www.frankklees.com or call me at 416 509 8999. 
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