Headline: 

Why Would Anyone Do This Job ?

I'm often asked why I do what I do. That question is posed in many different ways, depending on the issue of the day or the headlines in the media that week, or who is doing the asking. 

Why do you put up with the abuse ? How can you stand sitting in that legislature listening to the endless heckling ?  And you may have your own version of that question - certainly, my family have theirs.

My response, after 15 years as MPP, is very simple:  

I can think of no other calling in life, that could give the sense of satisfaction and fulfillment that I experience through my role as MPP. 

I admit that with every looming election, I contemplate alternatives. 
Returning to the private sector does have its attraction. Escape from the fish bowl existence of public life, more personal time with family and friends and removing myself from the daily 6 am commute on the 404, thus making my personal contribution to the GTA gridlock solution. 

With the next provincial election less than eleven months away, I once again went through that thought process, and concluded that nothing could compare to the privilege of serving as the MPP for Newmarket-Aurora.

Let me share with you my reasons for coming to that conclusion.

In my last column, I described a typical day in my constituency office. I gave you some insight into the many issues families in our community are facing every day, and that for many, a call for help to their MPP's office is a call of desperation and last resort. 

You will recall that one of those calls was from Melodie, whose 17 year old son had been suffering agonizing pain for months.  Rheumatoid arthritis had disintegrated the joints in his jaw, his morphine prescription is at the dose of a dying cancer patient, and she was told that her son would have to wait four years for a procedure to remedy the situation.  

The family was at a loss as to where to turn next. 

I can now report that after raising the issue on the floor of the legislature, with the parents present in the gallery, the Minister of Health agreed to intervene. The operation is now scheduled for January 11, 2011 at Mt Sinai Hospital, and because of this intervention, the ministry of health has also allocated sufficient funding to eliminate the wait list for some 70 more patients with similar conditions. 

You may recall the middle-aged MS patient I mentioned in my last column. She was distraught that she was being denied an assistive device in her long term care home that was essential to her mobility. I can report that after our intervention, she has now been provided with that equipment.  

Making a difference in people's lives is what my staff and I have the privilege of doing on a daily basis. 

We can't resolve every issue, but to know that a supportive phone call, an intervening letter, a question in the legislature on behalf of a constituent has made a difference in the life of that person, is the reason we do what we do. I say we, because it is my staff who are often the first contact for our constituents, and it's because they share my commitment to public service, that we are truly able to make a difference. 

Although I have served as a Cabinet Minister and have held a number of portfolios both in government and in the Official Opposition, the reason I do what I do, is the sense of purpose that I'm privileged to experience every day in my work as your MPP. 

I thank you for that privilege. 

As always, I invite you to contact me with your comments or questions through my website at www.frankklees.com or by calling me at 905 750 0019. 

Frank

